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Preface

The last verse of the Gospel of John contains an amazing statement about the life of Jesus
Christ:

John 21:25 (NRSV)
But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written
down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

Just writing about his doings would fill the earth with books, and when there are already
innumerable books about him written from almost every conceivable perspective, any new
book mustbe vigorously justified. The vast majority of the books in printaboutJesus have been
written from the “orthodox” perspective of his “deity” by authors who believe in a “triune
Godhead.” These folks, called Trinitarians, believe that Jesus is “God” the Creator in human
flesh and have held the majority position since the Council of Constantinoplein 381 AD.! This
position is embraced by all mainline denominations of Christendom and constitutes the
linchpin of the movement toward ecumenical unity among Christians. For the most part, itis
assumed that all true Christians hold this position.

A few books challenging the orthodox view have made it into print, but most of these
promote the idea that Jesus was someone less than the unique Son of God, as we believe the
Bible clearly identifies him to be. Trinitarian authors then strongly argue that unless a person
fully embraces Trinitarian doctrine concerning Christ, he will have a truncated and powerless
view of him that threatens the integrity of the Christian message. So closely identified with
Christianity is Trinitarianism that few of the major Christian book publishers will publish a
book unless its author affirms allegiance to the orthodox view.

Thus, we find ourselves representing a distinct minority position among Christian leaders
and teachers. Ifyou are not yet a Christian, and have never been able to accept the claims made
by “orthodox” Christians concerning the identity of Jesus Christ, we implore you to read this
book before you reject him. Perhaps we will be able to communicate his greatlove and wisdom
in such a way that you will be able to say from your heart, like the blind man who was healed in
John9: Lord I believe! We believe that if you read this book with an open mind and careful study,
comparing what we say with the Word of God you may well be persuaded that what we write is
true. If not, we would love to have the opportunity to speak with you further. You will find our
address and website at the beginning and end of this book. We love you, and want to convey to
you how much you areloved by God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Thatis our hope and our passion
as we request that you continue to read on. May your eyes be opened, and your heart touched
by the life and true identity of the greatest man who ever lived.

If you are already a Christian, and currently hold to “traditional” theology about the
identity of Jesus Christ, we promise you that this book will challenge what may be your deepest

1. The orthodox definition of the Trinity is as follows: There is One God who co-exists in three eternal and co-equal
persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Son, therefore, is fully “God” as much as the Father is. Werespectfully dissent
from this orthodox position, and the rest of this book will be devoted to explaining why.
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convictions. We ask you to maintain a mind open to the possibility of being persuaded by
greater light from Scripture. Itis our experience that many people who say they believe in the
“Trinity” do not actually know what the orthodox definition of the Trinity is. When we explain
it to them, a typical response is, “Well, | do not believe that.” The basic tenet of the traditional
doctrine of the Trinity is that “the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God, they are
coequal and coeternal and together the three of them make one God.” Many people think the
Trinity is simply beliefin the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, but that is not so. Although it may
seem to you at first that this book teaches a doctrine that is heretical and dangerous, perhaps
you will discover that it is actually teaching something very close to what you already believe.

You may have been taught that Jesus Christ is devalued by any concept of him other than
the Trinitarian perspective, and this is understandable. We acknowledge that throughout
history many of those who have rejected the Trinity have alsorejected the uniqueness of Christ
as the only-begotten Son of God, reducing him to the level of only a great prophet or teacher.
For us, however, Christ is also devalued by the Trinitarian concept of him, because “nothing is
impossible with God.” But fora manto do what Jesus did is not only a sterling accomplishment
worthy of everlasting merit, it also sets alegitimate standard for what we too can do as we follow
his example of faith in God. In this book, you will find a perspective of him that recognizes his
uniqueness (his virgin birth, sinless life, resurrection) and emphasizes his exaltation to his God-
given position as Lord (Phil. 2:8-11).

We acknowledge the fact that Trinitarian Christians have through the centuries advanced
the cause of Christ with millions of people. But, inlightof their own admission that the doctrine
of the “Trinity” is at best hazy in Scripture, we would ask: has this doctrine limited the outreach
of the Gospel? How many more people, in particular staunch monotheists such as Jews and
Muslims, as well as those rational thinkers for whom a mystical faith is unsatisfying, could have
been reached not only for salvation but also for maturing into committed followers of the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Perhaps you have been so persuaded by Trinitarian rhetoric that you are afraid to even
consider our views, because you have been told that the only people who espouse a non-
Trinitarian Christian gospel are heretics and members of “cults.” But, on the other hand, you
may still be willing to hear a different perspective. The question is whether or not what you
believe corresponds with what the whole of Scripture actually says. If it does not, you cannot
lose anything by letting go of beliefs that are not truly grounded in the Word of God. We hope
thatwhat canbe gained willbecome evident as you continue toread. We will do our best to show
you the biblical evidence for our convictions, and we trust that you will find our position as
persuasive and compelling as we do. If not, we invite you to dialogue with us.

Why do we feel compelled to undertake the project of penning yet anotherbook about the
greatest man ever to draw breath? First and foremost, because we feel that our Lord Jesus Christ
has been so misrepresented by traditional or “orthodox” Christianity that countless people
have been denied the opportunity to meet the real Jesus as he appears in the pages of God’s
Word. The second reason we are constrained to write this book is because, although we have
notread every book written about Jesus Christ, we know of no other book that says what we say
in this one. Yes, we have found some of the ideas in the works of others, but this is the only one
we know of that puts all these parts together. As forits validity, we hope that youwill hear us out
and judge for yourself. it s e v
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Of course, the mostimportant book ever written about Jesus Christ is the first one written
about him—the Bible, which we believe to be authored by the Creator of the heavens and the
earth. We will be providing you with a lot of evidence that the Bible is a highly credible
document, despite what you may hear to the contrary from many sources today. If you are not
even sure thatyoubelievein God, please consider that the value of understandingJesus Christ’s
identity and accomplishments is that he is the best representative that God has ever had. Heis
truly the “image of God.” The God revealed by Jesus is “the only true God” (John 17:3).

Although some may call this work a “doctrinal treatise,” it is far more than that. We write
with a burning love for The Man who chose to be obedient unto death, even the death of the
Cross, for it is through his death that we have life, life with meaning and purpose now and life
everlasting in Paradise with him and our Father, God. Our goal is to help people exalt the Lord
Jesus as God has exalted him, no more and noless, to theend thattheyknow, love, trustand obey
Jesus as their Lord. Seeing the doctrinal truth from Scripture as to who Jesus Christis and what
he is now doing as Head of the Church is the most effectual means to identify with him to the
end of doing the works thathe did and thus glorifying our Fatherin heaven. Youmay notice that
in this book we do not capitalize the pronouns referring to Jesus Christ. We do this in keeping
with the editorial practice of the vast majority of Bible translators and publishers, who also do
not capitalize the pronouns referring to God, which we do. Nothing should be read into this
punctuation practice other than a simple desire to distinguish between God and His Son.

Itis of the utmost importance that each person comes to a true understanding of who this
person called Jesus Christ is, because understanding who he is gives the unbeliever an open
door to everlasting life, and the Christian a blueprint for living life in a fallen world. The truth
about the identity and work of Jesus Christ satisfies the deepestlongings of the human heart—
the desire to be loved, understood and appreciated for who we are. We hope to so vividly set
forth the heart of our Savior that you develop an insatiable passion to know him intimately.

Restassured thatwe have walked the same path of overturned mindsets that we are asking
you to now walk, or at least consider walking. As long as God’s Word marks that path, we need
not fear. Our experience during the past thirty years has been that many people have been
searching the wilderness of religion, philosophy and theology for that path of logic and truth,
and that they rejoice when they find it. To us, itis the one that is most scriptural and rational,
and it leaves the fewest questions unanswered. Most importantly, it is the perspective that we
believe God has revealed in His Word, the primary source of truth about Jesus Christ. Remem-
ber that truth is not determined by whether the majority of people believe it, as the once-upon-
a-time-widely-held “flatearth” theory so plainly proves. Each person mustbe willing to subject
even his most deeply held convictions to the scrutiny of God’s written Word.

Everyone applauds accuracy as essential to nearly every field of human endeavor. What
endeavor could be more important to a person than accurately understanding the written
revelation of his Creator? Such an understanding is the basis of one’s whole attitude toward
God, and affects nearly every aspect of his life. We find it unfortunate that many well-meaning
Christians have attempted to characterize, define and understand Jesus Christ more from
extra-biblical sources such as Greek philosophy, theological reflection and human speculation
than from the Bible alone. Allrepresentations of Christarrived atvia these avenues are, to many
thoughtful and spiritually hungry people, distorted, unsatisfying and mere caricatures of the
real person that he is.
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At this pointwe think it would help you to learn abit about our own spiritual backgrounds.
JohnLynnwasbroughtupinatraditional Presbyterian Church (actually helived athome). John
Schoenheit was raised as an atheist. Mark Graeser was exposed to the Unitarian Universalist
Church as a small child, and received no formal Christian education while growing up. John
Schoenheit majored in philosophy and Mark minored in it. John Lynn has heard of it. We have
abackground in logic and debate. However, we do notintend to be antagonistically argumen-
tative or controversial, but are simply pursuing the truth with everything we have.

At one time we were all spiritual seekers who had been left cold by traditional Christians
and “churchianity.” We were reached by an unorthodox group called The Way International,
considered by some to be a “cult,” but for us it was a lifesaver. We were very involved in that
ministry for the better part of 20 years, serving in a variety of teaching and leadership positions.
We were taught a staunchly non-Trinitarian Christian gospel, but one that viewed a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ as atbest suspect, and at worst idolatrous. We came to recognize
that Jesus Christ was not being exalted and honored as Scripture indicates, so we parted
company with The Way so that we might better follow The True Way, Jesus Christ.

In the process of our spiritual journey, we have realized that many “Trinitarians” do have
adynamic and personal relationship with Jesus, whom they exalt and honoras “God.” We have
been humbled to see this. Nevertheless, we remain unable to accept the “logic” of the Trinity,
and we find it not only unscriptural but also antagonistic to our passionate desire to identify
with The Man Jesus Christand belike him. Furthermore, our study of Church history has shown
us that the Trinity is a concept developed through nearly four centuries with the help of extra-
biblical concepts and language. As the readerwill discover in this book, this factis widelyknown
by theologians and Church historians. Amazingly, it is still not recognized by the average
Christian.

In writing this book, our purpose is not to be controversial or iconoclastic, nor is it to
assault Christian orthodoxy or Trinitarianism, per se. Rather, it is to herald what we believe is
by far the greatest truth in the Bible, the truth about who Jesus Christ is, what he reveals about
his Father God and what he has done, is doing and will do for mankind. We will do our best to
allow the living Word of God to “jump start” the minds of any readers who are stalled on the off-
ramp of impractical religious tradition.

We have written this book for readers to enjoy and utilize in several ways, depending on
their interest in the subject. Many of the appendices in the book are for those who are serious
students of the Bible and want reference tools to assist them in their personal, ongoing study of
God’s Word.

If you are of a more scholarly bent, we have left a trail in the footnotes of this book for you
to analyze our methods and reasoning and check our sources. We have made every attempt to
provide scholarly support for the positions we take in this book because we admit that we are
not recognized Bible scholars. We are largely self-taught, primarily because we do not sub-
scribe to the fundamentalbeliefs of virtually every Christian seminary at which we might pursue
advanced degrees. We would ask those who are impressed by worldly credentials to consider
that neither Jesus himself (John 7:15) nor his followers (Acts 4:13) were considered properly
educated by their contemporaries. The bestrecommendation of this book is that through logic

e
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and Scripture, it enables men and women to be devoted followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Any
other validation is secondary at best.

Though we obviously consider the subject of this book a serious one, we often employ
humor or irony to both entertain and inspire our readers to think logically according to biblical
truth. We realize that we will likely offend some of our readers in the process of pursuing truth,
but that is not our intention. We simply desire to be faithful teachers of the Word of God, the
literature of eternity that is filled with “exceeding great and precious promises,” chief among
which is Jesus Christ, the Promise. We pray that what you find herein will engender a passion
to know him, love him and be like him.
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either demeaned him or elevated him inappropriately. Another way to state the problem is that
people have either prevented him from truly suffering or prevented him from being truly
glorified. Either way, the true significance of his identity and accomplishments has been
distorted, and therefore the essence of the Christian Gospel compromised.

At Jesus Christ’s first coming to the Jews, many wrongly expected the Messiah to be more
than he was at that time. Their one-sided theological conception of him as the conquering,
glorified King kept them from recognizing and appreciating who he was and what he was sent
to do. There was no room in their theological inn, so to speak, for him to be the suffering Savior
of mankind, and when he was manhandled and crucified, many were offended at him and
thought him to be a pretender to the throne of David. On the other hand, others saw him only
as the bastard son of Joseph, a mere man who died the death of a common criminal.

Subsequent misconceptions about Jesus Christ have run the gamut, either demeaning or
exalting him according to man’s imagination. Untethered to biblical truth, these musings of
men have included bastard child, extraterrestrial, mushroom cult leader, charlatan, mystic or
angelic being. Many Christians have been taught that Jesus must be elevated to the status ofa
“God-man.” Others think of him as just a “good man.” Some people believe that we cannot
really know if there even was an historical figure called Jesus of Nazareth, while others believe
him to be amythological creation. In fact, every Christological position of which we are aware,
atsome point either artificially elevates or ignorantly degrades the Lord Jesus. Our quest, then,
is to find the true and balanced perspective of this remarkable man who in our view is the very
focal point of human history. To do so, we will find that many traditional ideas will have to be
jettisoned in favor of the clear testimony of the only credible source of information about this
Jew from Galilee who was called in his own tongue, Yeshua ha Mashiyach, Jesus the Messiah.

A Spiritual Battle

The battle over the true identity of Christ is a very spiritual one with high stakes for
mankind. Unquestionably, this Jesus of Nazareth has been the object of more speculation and
demonic assault than any other person in the history of man. Itis no accident that the name
“Jesus Christ” springs spontaneously from the lips of all kinds of people, from the pious priest
to the construction worker who has just dropped a cinder block on his foot. Even when Jesus
Christ is rejected as an object of faith, he is chosen as an object of derision.

This is predictable based upon what the Bible says is really going on around us. In fact, a
major theme of Scripture concerns the ever-raging battle between the true God, the Father of
Jesus Christ, and the false god, the “god of this age,” whom we now know as Satan, the Devil. He
is a shrewd general, directing the main thrust of his attack upon the most vital truths in God's
Word. The chief object of his hatred is The Man who now sits at the right hand of God.
Accordingly, his primary goal is to blind the minds of men to the truth of the glorious gospel
about Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:3,4). It is sad to say that by a number of means he has been very
successful in at least distorting, if not totally obscuring, the simple truth of who Jesus Christ is.
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As Satan once inspired the evil king Jehoiakim to cut up and then burn the Word of God
written by Jeremiah (Jer. 36), so he inspired evil men to destroy the Living Word, Jesus Christ.
Hisrelentless assaultcontinues unabated, attempting to undermine the authority and credibil-
ity of the written Word of God that makes known the Living Word. His assault is primarily
carried outon thebattlefield of the mind. Today, we see fewer and fewer Christians who actually
honor the written Word of God as their only rule of faith and practice. Instead, too many
Christians give lipservice to biblical authority butin reality rely upon other standards for faith:
the historic position of the Church, the testimony of their favorite preachers, the “leading of the
spirit,” their own feelings, efc.

But as Satan failed to destroy either the scrolls of Jeremiah or the Living Word, Jesus Christ,
so he has failed to destroy the written Word of God. In fact, after the original scroll was
destroyed, God told Jeremiah to dictate more words than the first scroll contained. Likewise,
after Jesus Christ was killed, God raised him from the dead, highly exalted him and gave him the
authority to give to all those who believe on him the power to live like he did, doing the works
that he did. Thus, Jesus Christ now exerts far more influence on the world than he did when he
walked the earth.

In light of this spiritual battle, it is certainly not surprising that through the centuries the
Christian Church could be seduced by Satan’s subtlety from the simplicity that is in Christ (2
Cor. 11:3). This is why for the better part of nineteen hundred years the “historic” Christian
Church has unwittingly clung to and promoted “a different gospel” about “a Jesus other than
the Jesus we preached” (2 Cor. 11:4). The other “Jesus” of historical Christian orthodoxy is a
mystical “God-man” who existed before he was born. In this book, we willdo ourbest to provide
an alternative to this traditional position, one that we believe fits the evidence and logic of
Scripture as a whole. We sincerely believe that a careful, logical and objective consideration of
the evidence will lead the reader to the same conclusions that we have reached.

Resetting the Cornerstone

Jesus Christis, by the agreement of all Christians, the subject of the Bible from Genesis 3:15
to Revelation 22:21. He is the very cornerstone of the edifice of biblical teaching. In Ephesians
2:20 and 1 Peter 2:6, he is called the “chief cornerstone.” 1 Corinthians 3:10 and 11 make it very
clear that he is also the foundation for the building of the Church. The cornerstone sets the
angles and dimensions for an entire building, which canrise only as high as the foundation and
cornerstone permit. Ifthe corneris cutinaccurately, the walls of the building willbe skewed and
its height will be limited. 2 Timothy 2:15 cautions the student of the Bible to “rightly divide”
(orthotomeo) the Word of truth. This Greek word, derived from orthos, “right” or “straight,” and
temno, “to cut,” literally means a “right or straight cutting.”

Cutting the cornerstone accurately, therefore, is of the greatest importance for biblical
understanding and exegesis and the furtherance of the Christian Gospel worldwide. We must
therefore be diligent and skillful in the choice and application of the tools we will use to
accomplish this crucial task. As we will attempt to demonstrate, the history of the Church’s
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Christology is a tale of misdirected zeal and the use of inappropriate tools, in particular
theological reflection, Gnostic mysticism and Neoplatonic speculation. Diligent, even heroic
effort has been made to rationalize the historically “orthodox” position, despite much contrary
evidence from the scope of the Bible and logic.! In our view, the result is a view of Christ that
cannot stand up to rational or scriptural scrutiny, thus emboldening the critics of Christianity,
notably Muslims, Jews and intellectuals. Indeed, we speculate that for every person who has
embraced the orthodox view and become a Christian, there is at least one who has rejected
Christianity because he or she could notbelieve inits central teaching of the “divinity of Christ.”
It is for this reason and because we believe that the truth honors both God and Jesus that we
propose resetting the cornerstone for the Christian faith in a more biblically tenable and
supportable position. We also believe that the truly biblical understanding of Christ’s identity
is imperative to strengthen the faith of Christians against the onslaughts of the modern and
“post-modern” world.

As for the true identity of Jesus Christ, the thesis of this book is as follows: The Jesus of
Scripture is the “Last Adam” whom God created as the only possible remedy for the problem of
sin and death brought on by the first Adam. What Adam was before his fall is what Jesus was,
aman made the way Man was intended to be. God’s Word tells us that Jesus was “made like his
brothers in every way.” It says he was “touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” It says that
he was “tempted in the same ways we are.” Itsays that he was tired, hungry and thirsty and that
he experienced the full range of human emotions. As the “Last Adam,” Jesus Christ truly was a
one-hundred-percent human being.

As human beings with limited ability and perception, it is impossible for us to accurately
conceive of, or identify with, the eternal God whose throne is the heavens and footstool is the
earth (Isa. 66:1). A blind man might as easily describe the color “yellow.” We can, however,
conceive ofand identify with The Man]esus Christ, who exemplified what Godis allabout. Jesus
Christ perfectly represented his heavenly Father. How? By always saying what God would have
said and by doing what God would have done. Remember such statements of Jesus as: “My
doctrine is not mine, but His who sent me”; “The Son can do nothing of himself, but only what
he sees the Father do;” “I always do my Father’s will.” Because Jesus perfectly lived the Word

and will of God, he could say, “If you've seen me, you've seen the Father.”

The converse is also true—if Jesus Christ is distorted, misrepresented or obscured, the
identity of his Father, the “only true God,"” is also obscured. This is why the title of this book is
One God and One Lord, because knowing the true identities of both God and Christ hinges on
our correct understanding and usage of biblical language. The Bible is very clear in this regard:
there is only One God, a unitary personal being, and this God is not Jesus Christ, who is His Son.
And there is only one Lord, a separate being who is not God, his Father. He is the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1 Timothy 2:5 tells us that “There is one God, and one mediator between God and men,
THE MAN Christ Jesus.” Jesus said that no one could truly know the Father except by coming

1. We place quotes around the word “orthodox” because what is considered “orthodox” and “heretical” has changed
many times throughout Christian history. As we will point out in Chapter 17 on the beginnings of heresy, what came to be
considered “orthodoxy” was in reality a heretical view of Christ that won out. It won out not on the strength of its biblical
logic, but by intimidation and force.
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through him. Jesus is “the way and the truth and the life.” He is “the way” (the Greek word
means “the road”) to God. He is “the truth” that marks that road, and he is “the life” found by
those who choose to follow the road. Thus, if we are to know, love, honor and obey the Creator
of the heavens and the earth, itis imperative that we knowthe one He sent to reveal Himself, the
LordJesus Christ. In fact, itis amatter oflife and death, for he is the onlyway to the one true God.
We believe that when Jesus’ true identity is skewed, those desiring to follow him on the road of
life may find themselves disoriented and frustrated. We find it an inescapable conclusion that
an erroneous concept of who Jesus is basically leaves Christians with a “you-can't-get-there-
from-here” attitude in their quest to be like him. And after all, that is to be the goal of every
Christian—to be like him. Any doctrine of Christ that subverts, hinders or obscures this goal in
any way should be held suspect and finally discarded.

So how are we to come to know the truth about who Jesus was, and is? There is no way to
know Jesus Christ but to rely on the Bible, the written Word of God, and let God tell us the truth
about His only-begotten Son. Our entire argument rests upon this premise: the Bible is the
revealed Word and Will of God. If it is anything less than that, our argument will fall to pieces.
But we believe there has been an abundance of evidence of the precise inspiration of Scripture
that will support this premise.

Ultimately, our goal is to rest upon the authority of the testimony of the biblical text itself
so precisely that if the Bible is right, we will be right, and if the Bible is wrong, we will be wrong.
If our interpretation of the Bible is wrong, we will take full responsibility for it and be willing to
stand corrected. Our goal is not to be right in order to make others wrong, and thereby make
ourselves look good. Ourgoalis to assist thereaderin heeding the two great biblical command-
ments:

Mark 12:29-31 (NRSV)
(29) Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;

(30) you shalllove the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your strength.’

(31) The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

This love for God and Christ will reveal itself in loving obedience, and this obedience will
enable Christ to reveal himself to us. Consider the following verse:

John 14:21 (NRSV)
“They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those
who love me will beloved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

To know the Lord Jesus Christ, one must first havethe Word of God, that is, understand it.
Then one must also put the Word into practice, that is, obeyit. To those who do both, the Lord
Jesus will make himselfreal. Knowing the Lord Jesus is the key to loving him, and loving him is
the key to serving him. Serving him is the key to a joyous and fruitful life.
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In this book, we will allow the Word of God to magnify to us its main subject, Jesus Christ.
In order for it to magnify the Lord Jesus to us, we must be careful to pay close attention to the
signposts ofbiblical terminology. Ifwe use words the way God does in His Word, we will notdrift
into the theological shallows. The Word of God says to be cautious not to add to nor subtract
from its words. Extra-biblical vocabulary can easily introduce extra-biblical concepts that are
often contradictory to God’s original intent. A classic example is the introduction of the Greek
word homoousian at the council of Nicaea, which we will be exploring in Chapter 18 on the
rejection of Scripture and logic. Also, in many cases, equivocation of important terms has led
the way to mysticism and incomprehensible dogmas. Therefore, defining words accurately
according to their biblical usage will be a major preoccupation of this book.

We will be focusing on the identity of Jesus Christ and his relationship with God. Other
books could be written on the subject of his work, which we will notbe focusing on in this book.
The foundation for understanding and appreciating Christ’s accomplishments lies in properly
discerning his identity as “the Last Adam.” We are also limiting our historical overview to those
ideas, developments and influences thatdirectlybear upon the formation of Christian doctrine
concerning his identity and the role that this doctrine has had in Church history. In particular,
we will argue that because Christian orthodoxy adopted the means and methods of mysticism,
the resulting rejection of reason became a major hindrance to individual spiritual growth and
liberation.

In fact, we believe that the historical record shows that the Christian church became an
authoritarian and monarchial hierarchy held in place by a set of unintelligible doctrines that
needed an elite class of priests to interpret to the masses. The average Christian believer was
thus held captive to unquestionable dogmas replete with mystery and paradox until the
dawning of the Reformation began to make available intellectual freedom. This bookis in line
with a historical trajectory begun in the 14th century by John Wycliffe, who began the process
of retrieving the Bible from the clutches of spiritual tyrants and returning it to the common
sense of the common man. Numerous others since then have reached many of the same
conclusions that the reader will encounter in these pages, and most of them have been branded
heretics, cultists or blasphemers by the institutional church. Many of them died in pursuit of
the truths that the readers of this book will be able to encounter in the safety of modern
toleration of religious pluralism and, beyond that, growing indifference to the very idea of
“truth.” Nevertheless, like grass poking up through cracks in concrete, the living truth of who
Jesus Christ is keeps popping up in the pages of Scripture, out from under centuries of
misunderstanding, and despite modern indifference.

Part of our intention in writing this book is to acquaint the reader with the large volume
of support for our position extant in the literature of modern biblical scholarship, particularly
in the past 20 years. Since it does not support traditional theology, much of this work has not
found a popularaudience and is therefore not found in standard Christian bookstores. We have
endeavored to reduce to footnotes most of the references to the work of these scholars in order
not to bog down the reader in often tedious and difficult scholarly jargon. Butif the reader will
be brave and read the footnotes carefully, he will almost find another book within this book.

Our purpose is to strengthen the faith of those who are dissatisfied with traditional
Christology by directing them to recognized scholars who have reached the same conclusions
as a result of their research. But our fundamental commitment is not to the intellectual
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stimulation of our readers with the often detached perspective of the scholar or historian. We
write as believers, intent upon learning the truth that might set us free and kindle a fire of desire
to further the Gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth. For those who think this book too
scholarly, we would plead for grace and understanding and a second or third reading if
necessary. In our view, itis the scholars whose theological speculations, often little more than
pedantic sophistry, have muddied the waters. To clear things up, we have found it necessary
to engage the scholars’ arguments head on, and that often requires a commitment to logical
reasoning that some readers may find difficult or tedious.

This book has actually evolved over a ten-year period beginning from a paper titled
“Rethinking Christology” that Mark Graeser presented to a group of Trinitarian ministers who
were attempting to dialogue with and minister to “cultists.” Mark'’s paper forms the basis of
several of the chapters of this book. In 1991, John Lynn taught an audio seminar called Jesus
Christ: The Diameter of the Ages. Its colloquial and devotional flavor is preserved in a number -
of sections of the book, which will appeal to those readers who are looking for the more
entertaining and readable and less scholarly material. We would particularly recommend for
their readability and devotional appeal Chapters 1-3, the last section of Chapters 8, 12 and 13.
In 1997, John Schoenheit published a work on the Trinity, the highlights of which are repre-
sented in Appendix A that handles the verses often used to argue for the Trinity.

Thus, this book represents a collaboration of many years, several people and much study.
A subject this important, and so complicated by tradition and misunderstanding, could hardly
be handled by any one person. As of result of the team approach to the writing of the book, the
reader may at times sense a “patchwork” aspect to the style, as it reflects our different thinking
and writing. We trust that the book as awhole will notbe skewed in the direction of any personal
style, but reflect our unified desire to “speak the truth in love.”

Overview

We will now provide an overview of the entire book. In Part 1, we will look at why Jesus
Christ is called in Scripture “the Last Adam,” and how each of them was the image of God. We
will consider the mechanics and the legality of the redemption that the Savior made available
to all men. We will consider what Scripture says about Man as “the image of God,” and how
Jesus, the perfect Man, is now fulfilling the intended destiny of Mankind. Chapter 3 will
examine the way Jesus Christ is literally the “purpose of the ages,” and look at his post-
resurrection glory.

In Part 2, we will then discuss what the Old Testament tells us about the identity of the .
Messiah in prophecy from two perspectives. The first is the detailed prophetic portrait that is
painted by the Hebrew Scriptures about the coming one, and the second is the way the Jews
interpreted these prophecies, which were sometimes ambiguous or difficult to interpret. This
helps us understand why even today Jews have difficulty believing that Jesus is the promised .
Messiah.
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Part 3 is a detailed analysis of the Four Gospels, which describe the Savior in person.
Chapter 6 is an overview of the Gospels, and explains why there are four, Chapter 7 handles the
evidence from the Synoptic Gospels (Matt., Mark and Luke), particularly the view presented
there of the apparently “reluctant Messiah” who veiled his identity throughout his life. Chapter
8 will handle the Gospel of John in detail, since this is the section of Scripture used to anchor
orthodox Christianity. Chapter 9 will look at the relationship between Jesus and the logos and
handle the first 18 verses of John, called “the prologue,” which are often misunderstood and
misinterpreted.

Part 4 will look at the evidence of the remainder of the New Testament, which clearly
identifies Jesus of Nazareth as both Lord and Christ. The Book of Acts, the Church Epistles and
the Book of Revelation have much to say about who Jesus Christ is and his “functionally equal”
relationship with his Father.

Part 5 will focus on the practical aspects of who Jesus Christ is, what he is doing now, and
our potential toidentifywith him to the end that we becomelike him in thought, word and deed.
Wewill close with alook at the true hope of each Christian, thathope made available by the work
of Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God.

Part 6 is an historical perspective on the development of traditional Christology. Firstwe
willlook at the phenomenon called “the expansion of piety,” which explains corruptions of the
text of Scripture and the historical tendency to elevate the identity of Christ. We will then
identify the beginnings of heresy as addressed in the epistles of 1 and 2 John, where we can see
that an illogical, confusing and self-contradictory view of Jesus Christ had already taken rootin
the first century of Christianity. Wewillalsolookat the influence of Gnosticism and Neoplatonism
on the development of Christian doctrine in the centuries after Christ.

The doctrine of the “incarnation” of Christ will then be examined in light of the Apostle
Paul's prophecy in Timothy that Christian leaders would turn away from the truth unto myths.
Then we will see how the rejection of Scripture and logic, a crucial element of true faith, led to
the idea that God was beyond reason. To conclude our historical perspective, we examine
Socinianism as the historical movement most closely aligned to our position, and one that
validated the importance of reason and liberty. We will then consider modern trends in the
development of both Trinitarianism and Christian unitarianism.

Another virtual “book within abook” is the appendices, which are intended to be used for
reference more than to be read straight through. Our hope is that this book will be one that is
not read only once and then put away to gather dust, but one that continues to edify, enlighten
and inspire the reader to pursue his or her relationship with both the Living Word and the
written Word.

What Is at Stake

Some readers may take the position that what we are arguing for is just nitpicking over
equally probable biblical interpretations that have no significant practical ramifications. From
this perspective, it looks like the world is already full of books detailing every possible theologi-
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cal and Christological position, few of which interest the average person. So, they ask, what
difference does it make who Jesus really was and is? That is a very good question.

Beyond what we have already asserted about the importance of this subject, we believe
there are five ways in which this topic is vitally significant. In the first place, theissue of biblical
integrity is at stake. Some interpretations do damage to the integrity of Scripture, even though
there may be a few verses that can be squeezed to support them. The question is, does an
interpretation fit with Scripture as a whole? This is demanded by logic. If the Bible is not to be
the foundation for our belief, then we must accept some other basis. Ifthe Bibleis taughtin such
a way that contradictions are ignored, tolerated or created, the Word of God is thus corrupted
and made less credible to those people who are unwilling to embrace contradiction in the
pursuit of truth.

Second, spiritual tyranny is encouraged when confusing and self-contradictory dogmais
required as an object of faith. Rather than honestly persuade people by logically consistentand
scripturally sound principles, tradition and man-made “authorities” are set up as lords de-
manding submission. Spiritual leadership of this sort does not engender authentic disciple-
ship, but in too many cases unquestioning and rigid adherence to incomprehensible doctrines.
The shaky underpinnings of their faith are evidenced by their angry and emotional reaction to
rational and scriptural challenges. Convictions based in truth empower a patient and loving
response toward those who present challenging ideas.

Third, all false interpretations of the identity of Jesus Christ demean both his accomplish-
ments and the nature of the one true God, his Father. Something is inevitably lost when God’s
people are unable to clearly discern the face of God, for whatever reason. Any doctrinal system
that makes it more difficult to understand the nature of God or appreciate the life and work of
the Savior is not in the best interests of Christians or of Christianity itself.

Fourth, false teaching concerning Christ makes it difficult for us to identify with him and
believe that it is possible to do the works he did. Since we are commanded to walk in his steps,
and are told that we can do the works that he did, any doctrine antagonistic to this is suspect.
We assert that our ability to identify with Jesus as a man facilitates our following him, and that
any doctrine that hinders our identification with him will correspondingly hinder our ability to
do what he did.

Lastly, evangelizing the world is made much more difficult by centering the Christian
Gospel on a “God-man,” who is basically a mythological figure and one who does not harmo-
nize with common sense. It is our contention that children, Jews, Muslims and thoughtful
truth-seekers everywhere are hindered from believing in Christ when told that he is “fully God
and fully man,” “God the Son,” or some other unbiblical description. Jesus commanded his
followers to “go into all nations and make disciples.” There is an implied promise in this
commandment, which is that as we obey it, he will open the doors for us. The sad state of the
world nearly two thousand years after Christians first received this commandment is most
telling—there are billions of people who still need to hear the Gospel of Christ. We believe this
is because too few human beings have ever heard the unadulterated Gospel (“good news”)
about the Savior. What they have heard has been a blend of truth and pagan philosophy. How
can this be? Please continue reading!
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In the process of writing this book, we have found it necessary to aggressively rethink our
own Christological position with scriptural diligence, intellectual honesty and rigorous ratio-
nality, being ever-willing to challenge even our most deeply held convictions, assumptions and
beliefs. We now invite the reader to join us in this quest, regardless of how uncomfortable the
journey may be for him at times. If our beliefs are scripturally sound, they will hold up to
scrutiny. If not, we must let them go in favor of something better, by which both our personal
lives and the life of the Church can only be enriched. In the course of accompanying us on this
pathto the truth, we pray that the reader will clearly recognize that our motivationis ferventlove
for our heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus, and that our main goal in writing this book is that
both would receive all the credit and glory due them.
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Chapter 1: Christianity 101: Two Adams 15

The FirstAdam

Exploring the biblical background of the need for a Redeemer is crucial to understanding
both the integrity of the Bible and the identity of Jesus. Before we subject this remarkable man
from Galilee to a needless onslaught of theological speculation, we must carefully analyze the
biblical relationship between the “first Adam” and the “Last Adam.” Even modern biblical
scholars are recognizing that this parallel between the two “Adams” was a key element of
apostolic Christianity, and is probably the earliest and richest biblical insight concerning the
identity of this unique man named Jesus Christ.* We, too, have come to the conclusion that this
relationshipis the key to understanding and appreciatingJesus’ identity, and thatit establishes
the first boundary marker in our survey of this subject.

Once upon a time—*“in the beginning”—God was all by Himself. His heart’s desire was,
in essence, a family tolove and beloved by. First, He created angels and other spirit beings. He
then made two people—a man and a woman—and gave them dominion over the earth, their
home. God's instructions were simple—He told them to multiply and to fill up the earth with
more people after their kind, i.e., mankind. He gave them only one prohibition—not to eat of
aparticular treein the garden. They chose to disobey their Creator, and thus wreaked havoc not
only upon His originally perfect creation, but also upon their own offspring.

The first Adam was part of a creation that God declared to be “very good.” His “seed,”
therefore, was perfectly designed to reproduce “fruit after its kind,” even as the plants and
animals were. Therefore we can assert that Adam was genetically flawless, but he was not a
robot. Hehad the quality that goes alongwayin definingwhatahumanbeingis, asdistinctfrom
animals: freedom of will. Where animals are governed by instinct, man was made with a brain
that made him able to be self-aware and govern himself. He was therefore well equipped to
understand that he was a being that owed his existence to his Creator. He could learn from his
environment and choose hisbehaviors. It was up to him to make decisionsin response to God’s
commandments, whereas animals receive their “commandments” as a part of their genetic
packaging. Raccoons do not choose whether or not to raid a garbage can.

This privilege to choose was not granted only to Adam. The same held true for his “wife,”
Eve (they never had a formal ceremony—Adam just awoke from a nap and found out he was
married!). Itis not our purpose here to examine the mechanics of Adam and Eve’s original sin,
but suffice it to say they did the one and only thing they were not supposed to do—they ate of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Though they both partook of it, God held Adam
responsible. His disobedience revealed that in the depth of his heart, Adam came to doubt

4. Intheological terms, thisis called “Adam Christology,” and many scholars acknowledge that this was the “Apostles’
doctrine” concerning the identity of Jesus. James D.G. Dunn, Christology in the Making (Grand Rapids MI, W. B.
Eerdmans, 1989) notes on pp. 114,115: “We have...seen how widespread [his emphasis] was this Adam Christology in
the period before Paul wrote his letters—a fact not usually appreciated by those who offer alternative exegeses of the
[Phil. 2:6-13]hymn.” Dunn also quotes Young: “Itis eschatology, notincarnation, which makes Christ final in the New
Testament...Christ is final for Paul, not as God incarnate, but as the Last Adam.” The Apostle Paul compares and
contrasts Jesus and Adam in three key places in Scripture: Romans 5:12ff, 1 Corinthians 15:22 and 45, and Philippians
2:6-13 (and also Hebrew 2:8 if Pauline authorship is accepted). We will visit and revisit these passages throughout the
book.

<
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God's truelove for him. Thus, he did notbelieve that God would provide for him what he really
needed, and he chose to take matters into his own hands and provide for himself. Of course, the
consequences were far reaching—for him, his wife and all their descendants.

Infact,Adam’s disobedience setthe general pattern ofall men’s subsequent disobedience
to God (Rom. 1:18-21). He also set the pattern for the coming Messiah in other ways as well, in
particular as the following scripture indicates:

Romans 5:14 (NRSV)
Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were
not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.

There are many people in the Old Testament who could be called “types of Christ.” But
this is the only place in the New Testament that directly points back to a particular person who
would set the pattern for who the Messiah would be like. Adam was a “pattern of the one to
come,” in that both Adam and Jesus Christ were men who by one act had a universal effect on
mankind.

The record of Adam’s transgression makes it clear that the verb “to sin” means to disobey
the Word of God. By hisaction of sinning, heintroduced “sin” into God’s perfectcreation. Thus,
a state of corruption was imposed upon God'’s perfect Creation, which was now indelibly
tainted and would require a process of redemption. For the catastrophic consequences of sin
to be completely rectified, a new heaven and earth were necessary.

The entrance of sin caused an even greater problem for God to solve—death. The
following verse clearly illustrates this:

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and
in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.

Thus, the twofold problem that God had to solve was sin and death. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God, which was an individual act of “sin.” But by this one unrighteous act, they
catalyzed a transformation of creation from a state of perfection and righteousness to a state of
“sin.” When they did, they and all their descendants became subject to death, the direct result
of sin. After that, the only kind of children they could produce were children “separated from
the life of God” (Eph. 4:18), and hence, from the moment of their birth destined to die.

God's Solution: Another Adam

What was God'’s solution to the problem of sin and death? The only solution legally
available: another Adam! In fact, if we had to sum up the whole Bible in five seconds, we could
say: “Itis the story of two men and their affect on mankind. The first man wrecked everything;
the second man is fixing it.”
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Like the first Adam, the Last Adam would have to be, first of all, genetically flawless and
without a sin nature.® It was God’s responsibility to create him that way, which He did via the
virgin birth. But more than that, the Last Adam had to be behaviorallyflawless. God could not
be responsible for that. He could only hope that, in contrast to the first Adam, the Last Adam
would be obedient throughout his life and thus accomplish the redemption of mankind. In
essence, God took arisk and trusted that the Last Adam would trust Him. This islove-in-action:
taking a risk, giving second chances, demonstrating commitment to a promise. As the Bible
says in 1John 4:8, God islove, and He has therefore modeled it perfectly. In our view, His plan,
as revealed in His Word, exemplifies a far greater love than if He had somehow become a man
Himself.

Before looking at God's initial reference in Genesis 3:15 to the special promised offspring
of Adam and Eve, we want to get a running start in the broader context of the passage.

Genesis 3:21 (NRSV)
And the Lorp God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed
them.

Were Adam and Eve’s outfits the first clothing ever mentioned in the Bible? No, they had
earlier become the first tailors in the Bible, as the following verse indicates:

Genesis 3:7
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Here we have, in essence, the birth of “religion.” After having failed to keep God'’s
commandments and thereby stand righteously before Him, the firsthumans tried to cover their
own sin, to “justify” themselves. This marked the beginning of a sinful human pattern: man
attempting to cover his guilt with the works of his own hands in a self-righteous effort to earn
favor with God. The futility of such religious efforts to remove the guiltinherent in all mankind
is revealed by the fear that gripped them in the presence of God, as the next verse shows.

Genesis 3:8 (NRSV)

They heard the sound of the Lorp God walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Loro God
among the trees of the garden.

We can see that religion is a very poor substitute for a personal relationship with the
Creator based on trust in Him, and it failed to produce any confidence or faith in God’s loving
care. In fact, the first humans tried to hidefrom Him, which is precisely the naked effect of sin—
it drives a wedge between God and man!

5. Because the first Adam was genetically flawless, we can safely conclude that the Last Adam was also. Scientific
evidence corroborates this truth. Inhisbook, The Seed of the Woman (Brockville, Ontario, Doorway Publications, 1980),
Arthur Custance does an admirable job on the subject of the genetic perfection of Jesus Christ. Although the entire
thesis of the work is important to our point, pp. 282-286 are especially relevant.
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It is very significant, then, that the first thing God did for mankind after they sinned but
before He ejected them from Paradise, was to get rid of their fig leaf underwear and make them
some new clothing. In effect, He said to them, “You can’tgo outlooking like that—and you are
going out!” The clothing they had made for themselves was not a sufficient covering as far as
God was concerned. Most significant is the material from which the new clothes were made—
animal skins. Did God get the skins from animals who donated their extras? No, animals like
to be clothed too. What we have here is the first shedding of bloodin the Bible. In His grace and
mercy, God instituted a substitutionary sacrifice for the sin of Adam and Eve, one that clothed
them in a temporaryrighteousness and allowed them to live until the seeds of death planted in
them came to fruition some 900 years later. The blood of animals was shed to provide a covering
for mankind that was “suit-able” in God'’s sight.

Remember that from Genesis 3:15 on, Scripture is pointing toward the coming Redeemer.
The shedding of the animals’ blood was a foreshadowing of the shedding of the blood of “the
Lamb of God,” a sacrifice necessary for God to be able to clothe with His righteousness those
who would believe on this Redeemer. With the sacrifice of animals, and the subsequent
clothing of Adam and Eve in their skins, God made temporary atonement for the sin they had
just committed. In light of this pattern, we can appreciate that the shed blood of Christ, the
“Lamb of God,” made permanentatonement for mankind, and also made it possible for people
tobe “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). Nolongeris anyone who believesin Jesus
Christ spiritually “naked.”

Jesus Christ had to be the Last Adam, a “lamb from out of the flock,” but “without spot or
blemish” so that he could die as an acceptable sacrifice.® By being both genetically and
behaviorally flawless, the Last Adam’s life would be a sufficient sacrifice for the sin nature
inherent in all men, as well as for all their sinful behavior in the future. We will see in the Book
of Hebrews that the reason the Last Adam had to be a true man was so that he could die to pay
the price for the sins of all men. We will also see that via his death, he “took the Devil’s best
punch,” and that in his resurrection, he got up “off the canvas.”

In Genesis 3:9-13, God questioned both Adam and Eve about their disobedience, and then
prophesied concerning the consequences of their sin. But God’s harshest judgment was
reserved for His nemesis, the “Serpent,” Satan. He turned to Satan and pronounced the death
sentence upon His archenemy, the one who had masterminded the downfall of the first man.
How fitting that the firstannouncement of the coming Redeemer was made “in your face” to the
one responsible for the introduction of sin, evil and death into God’s creation.

Genesis 3:15 (NRSV)
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring [seed] and
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.

Let us now unpack this verse, which is one of the most loaded-with-truth verses in the
entire Bible. Theologians refer to this verse as the “proto-evangelium” because it basically

6. We use “lamb from out of the flock” to bring together two concepts—first, that Jesus was the true Passover lamb,
alamb taken from the flock of sheep, and second, that there are many scriptures that say that Jesus was one of us. He
was one of the “brothers” (Deut. 18:18; Heb. 2:11), he wasaman, the Last Adam, and thus he was like the Passover Lamb
in that he was “of the flock,” not an outsider, but truly one of us.
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capsulizes all the rest of Scripture by foretelling both the sufferings and glory of the Messiah. It
also foretells the “head-to-head” conflict between the promised seed and the serpent, until the
destruction of Satan is accomplished in one of the final acts of redemption before Paradise can
be restored.” To us, this verse stands as a marvel of God’s poetic and literary genius. Itis no
wonder that the Bible has been called “the literature of eternity.” In two simple sentences this
verse sets forth the promise, the conflict and the destinies of both Christ and Satan, who were
to be the two principal antagonists in the great struggle to complete the process of redemption.
Today we can view this verse with 20/20 biblical hindsight and see in it truths that those of Old
Testament times did not clearly understand.

It is very significant that Satan is presented as a serpent crushed under the foot of the
woman'’s offspring. First of all, we should note how appropriate this image is, because
poisonous snake arebestkilled by crushingitshead, soitcannotrearback and strike. Butbefore
being crushed, the serpent would bite “the heel” of the promised seed, causing a time of
suffering.? This was the first prophecy of his suffering and death required for the redemption
of mankind.

It is obvious to us today that there is a temporal sequence of events being set forth. This
coming seed would recover from being struck in the heel and then strike the head of his
adversary after that.® What we see foreshadowed here is the resurrection of Jesus Christand his
future destruction of the Devil. Revelation 20:10 tells us that the old serpent will one day be cast
into the lake of fire where he will burn for “ages unto ages,” and Ezekiel 28:18 tells us that he will
eventually “be brought to ashes.” ! From our vantage pointin the Church Age, we can see that
the serpent’s head will be crushed by the exalted one who was raised from the dead with a new,
glorious body and made Head, first of the Church and then of the whole earth in his Millennial
Kingdom. Aswe will seein 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, Christ mustreign until all God’s enemies are
subdued, and Satan is “Public Enemy #1.”

The next truth in this verse is that the coming one, the solution to the problem of sin and
death, would be a man. We know this by the reference to him as a “seed.” Adam and Eve were
the only two people ever to start tall and without navels, that is, they did not begin as seeds in
the wombs of their mothers. Of course, Adam and Eve could not be born because there was no

7. See Appendix F on the Satan/Christ parallelism, which will also be addressed in Chapter 3.

8. Itissignificant that only two body parts are mentioned in this verse: the head and the heel. The heel represents the
time when Messiah had a body vulnerable to the serpent’s bite, which caused death. The “head” foretells a timein the
future when the Redeemer would be in a place of authority, and able to crush the Serpent’s head. God has given the
promised seed all the authority he needs to complete the job he has been given.

9. The NIVand some other versions make adifferentiation in the verbs usually translated “bruise,” “strike” or “crush.”
The Hebrew text uses the same word for both verbs used in this sentence. The Hebrew word is shup and it means “to
bruise” or “to crush.” Although it could be shown from the entire scope of the Word that the Serpent would only “bruise”
Jesus’ heel, and that Jesus will “crush” his head, that truth is not clearly brought out here. Itis more accurate to translate
the verb shup the same way, either “bruise” or “crush.” The Serpent did crush Jesus’ heel, but having a crushed heel
only put him down for a short time—three days and three nights. When Jesus crushes the Serpent’s head, it will puthim
“down for the count.”

10. Is There Death After Life?, (Ch. 4, pp. 45-49), available from CES.
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one to father and mother them, so God created them. Then He made it plain that they were to
“be fruitful and multiply and fill up the earth.” God wanted them to do this while they were in
their original state, so that their descendants would live forever in the original Paradise.
However, as we know, they disobeyed God and thus could produce nothing but a race of
mortals—people doomed to die.

Because the Last Adam had to be aman, he had to start as a seed and be born of awoman.
But in order to have the potential to become the Redeemer of mankind, he had to start with a
sinless nature like the first Adam did. Genesis 3:15 predicts how God would accomplish this
seemingly impossible feat, and that is the next great truth revealed in this verse. Note that God
referred to the seed as “her” seed. Inretrospect, we see in these words a foreshadowing of the
virgin birth."! In a normal birth, it is the man who puts the seed into the woman, where it
combines with an egg and grows for nine months. When it came to Jesus Christ, however, it was
God who put a perfect human seed (the Greek word for “seed” is sperma) into the womb of a
virgin named Mary.!? The child resulting from this union, therefore, had the same genetic
flawlessness as the first Adam. The following verses make it plain that God was the direct cause
of Jesus’ conception.

11. Itis often taught, and until recently we also believed, that Genesis 3:15 was a specific prophecy of the virgin birth
because of the phrase “her seed.” We assumed a literal meaning of the word “seed,” equivalent to “sperm,” and took
that to be a figure of speech to emphasize that God was the author of such a seed, since a woman does not generate
“seed” herself. While the Hebrew word zera, here translated “seed,” occurs more than 200 times in the Hebrew text of
the Old Testament, and does mean “seed” (literally, like what is sown in the ground—See Gen. 1:11, etc.), or “semen”
(Gen. 38:9; Lev. 15:16), it can also mean “offspring,” “descendants,” or “children” (Ps. 22:23; Isa.1:4).

It was quite understandable to the Hebrews, then, that in this sense a woman could have “seed,” i.e., children.
That fact is very clear in the Old Testament. In Genesis 4:25, when Seth was born, Eve comforted herself over the death
of her firstborn, Abel: “Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, ‘God has
granted me another child {seed] in place of Abel, since Cain killed him." “ This verse makes it very clear that Eve had
“seed.” In Genesis 16:10, an angel was talking to Hagar, Abraham’s Egyptian slave, about her children: “The angel
added, ‘T will so increase your descendants [seed] that they will be too numerous to count.”” The angel was talking to
Hagar, and spoke about her “seed,” yet she was not even in the genealogy leading to Christ. Later, when Abraham
wanted a wife for his son, he sent his servant, who found Rebekah. As her family sent her away to Abraham, they blessed
her and spoke to her of their hopes for her children: “And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘Our sister, may you
increase to thousands upon thousands; may your offspring [seed] possess the gates of their enemies’ “ (Gen. 24:60).

The book of Leviticus also speaks of a woman having seed: “But if a priest’s daughter becomes a widow or is
divorced, yet has no children [seed], and she returns to live in her father’s house as in her youth, she may eat of her
father’s food. No unauthorized person, however, may eat any of it” (Lev. 22:13). The book of Ruth contains a pertinent
reference. The elders of Bethlehem spoke to Boaz, who had just stated that he would marry Ruth. The elders said,
“Through the offspring [seed] the Lorp gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom
Tamar bore to Judah” (Ruth 4:12). In this verse, the offspring, the seed, was the gift of the Lord given to Boaz by Ruth.
Obviously we are not talking about the sperm, but we are talking about the children, because it would be by Ruth that
the Lord would give children [seed] to Boaz. This same truth is found in 1 Samuel 2:20: “Eli would bless Elkanah and
his wife, saying, ‘May the Lorp give you children [seed] by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and
gave to the Lorp.” Then they would go home.” Again, the husband is being given “seed” by the wife.

From Hebrew lexicons and from the text of Scripture itself, the word “seed” can mean “offspring” or “children.”
Women did have “seed,” notin the sense of “sperm,” butin the sense of “children.” Thisfactexplains why the Jews were
not expecting Christ to be born of a virgin, and even Mary herself, a believer and descendant of David, asked the angel
how she could give birth to Israel’'s Messiah without having a husband (Luke 1:34). We now know that Christ was born
of a virgin, and looking back we can see that the possibility is allowed for in Genesis 3:15. However, to say that Genesis
3:15sspecifically prophesies avirginbirthisnot correct. The versewas writtenby Israelites for Israelites, and presumably
they knew their own language well, yet they read the verse for centuries and understood that it referred to the Messiah,
without knowing or believing it foretold a virgin birth.
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Luke 1:30-35 (NRSV)
(30) The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.

(31) And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus.

(32) He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David, :

(33) He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there willbe no
end.” )

(34) Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” ’

{35) The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy ; he will be
called Son of God.”

Mary asked the angel Gabriel a very logical question: How would a baby be conceived in
her womb without a man being involved? Gabriel’s reply contains a great truth that many
Christians throughout history have overlooked because of their theological assumptions. In
verse 35, the Greek conjunction translated “so” (NIV) and “therefore” (KJV) indicates the cause
responsible for the eventual birth of “the holy one,” the Son of God. From the Greek word for
“born” (genao), we get the word “Genesis,” and it denotes the beginning of Jesus in the womb
of Mary.”* This makes it very plain that Jesus Christ began in the womb of Mary, just as every
human being begins in the womb of his or her mother. If Jesus Christ is truly a man, the Last

12. Itcould be argued that God did not create “seed” or “sperm” in Mary that then fertilized her egg, but rather that He
created a zygote, a fertilized egg inside Mary that then grew into the child, Jesus. This latter view is the view of all
Trinitarians who argue that Jesus, who pre-existed his birth as some form of spirit being, “incarnated” (literally, “came
into flesh”) in the womb of Mary. Scripture is not explicit about this, which is not surprising since the conception of
Mary occurred long before test tube babies, surrogate mothers and in vitrofertilization. Nevertheless, we believe the
language of Scripture is still capable of revealing to us what happened. If God created a zygote in Mary’s womb, we
believe the language of creation would appear somewhere in the records of the conception and birth of Christ. Instead,
we find that Christis called the “seed” (Greek = sperma) in the Bible. Also, the Word of God talks of Mary’s “conception,”
which would not really be accurate if she had not in fact conceived. Furthermore, when the angel was explaining to
Mary how she would become pregnant, the terminology he used of God’s interaction with Mary, i.e, “comeoveryou”
and “overshadowyou,” seems to portray God’srole as a Father and impregnator, not asacreator. Lastly, we would point
out thatJesus s said to be from the line of David through his father and his mother. For usit s easier to understand him
being called that if Mary were his mother in the ordinary sense of the word. Wedo notbelieve that Maryhaving a genetic
contribution to Jesus would have placed his genetic perfection in jeopardy. This is no doubt atleast alarge part of what
Philippians 2:6 means whenitsays thatJesus wasin “theformof God.” Thatis, his body was theresultof the directaction
of God, evenasAdam's was. The difference between the two Adams in this regard was that one awoke fully formed while
the other was formed in a woman’s womb and went through the entire process of human development.

13. Two similar Greek words, genesis and gennesis, can be translated “birth.” But genesis can also mean “creation,”
“beginning” and “origination.” Since these words are very similar, a scribe could have easily changed the one to the
other to eliminate the idea that the so-called “eternal” Son of God had a “beginning,” which was the position of the
“heretical” Arians. Bart Ehrman proposes a reason why the text to be corrupted in this way, with genesis changed to
gennesis:
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Adam, he could not possibly have existed prior to his birth. How can one exist before he
exists? 14

The third great truth in Genesis 3:15 is that the Man, man’s Redeemer, would suffer. His
“heel” would be “struck.” This was a prophecy of his suffering and death that was required for
the redemption of mankind. The fourth truth in this verse goes hand-in-hand with the third. It
is obvious to us today that this coming seed would recover from being struck in the heel and
strike the head of his adversary. What we see foreshadowed here is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and his future destruction of the Devil. Revelation 20:10 tells us that the old Serpent will
one day be cast into the lake of fire where he will burn for “ages unto ages,” and Ezekiel 28:18
tells us that he will eventually “be brought to ashes.”

The last truth that we see in Genesis 3:15 is perhaps the piéce de resistance! It also relates
to the other reason why Jesus Christ is called a “seed” in this, the first mention of him in
Scripture. What is the purpose of a seed? To produce fruit after it’s kind. This is clearly
communicated in the first chapter of the Bible, where we see God establish the fruit—seed—
fruit cycle. Every plant produces a “fruit” wherein is “seed,” which when germinated will
reproduce the same “kind” of plant.

Genesis 1:11-13 (NRSV)
(11) Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.

(12) The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and
trees bearing fruit with seed in it. And God saw that it was good.

(13) And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

God also made the animals to reproduce their own “kind.” Thatis, the “seed” of the male
would combine with the egg of the female and reproduce the same “kind” of animal. Is not this
same principle also being communicated in connection with the Last Adam in the following
verse?

John 5:26 (NRSV)
For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in
himself.

When one now asks why scribes might take umbrage at Matthew's description of the “genesis” of Jesus Christ, the
answer immediately suggests itself: the original text could well be taken to imply that this is the moment in which Jesus
Christ comes into being. In point of fact, there is nothing in Matthew’s narrative {[nor Mark's or Luke’s, for that matter!],
either here or elsewhere throughout the Gospel, to suggest that he knew or subscribed to the notion that Christ had
existed prior to his birth...Anyone subscribing to this doctrine [of Christ’s “pre-existence” and “incarnation”] might
well look askance at the implication that Matthew was here describing Jesus’ origination, and might understandably
have sought to clarify the text by substituting a word that ‘meant’ the same thing, but that was less likely to be
misconstrued. And so the term gennesis in Matthew 1:18 would represent an orthodox corruption.

Bart D. Ehrman, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture (Oxford University Press, N.Y., 1993), pp. 75,76. See also
Chapter 13 on “The Expansion of Piety.”

14. The concept of “the pre-existence ” of Christ, and its companion concept, “the incarnation, has caused many
problems for theologians. We discuss the issue in detail in Chapter 17.
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Thechief property ofaseed is thatithas “life in itself.” Thatis what enables it to reproduce
after its kind. One day, as we will see in Chapter 12, Jesus Christ will produce a new race for a
new age. He will do this by reproducing himself after his kind.” This truth is clearly communi-
cated in the following verses.

Philippians 3:20,21 (NRSV)
(20) But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

(21) He will transform the body of our humiliation thatitmaybe conformed to the body
of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.

Adam: The Pattern of the Coming
Redeemer—Two Men, Two Acts,
Two Universal Results

The plan of redemption summed up in Genesis 3:15 is from then on unfolded throughout
therest of Scripture. Another “Adam,” who could exist only by means ofbirth, had to come and
live a life of perfect obedience to God, all the way to a torturous death on the Cross. As we have
pointed out earlier, some say that the redemption of mankind could have been accomplished
only by God becoming a man and laying down his life, and this is known by the non-biblical
term, “the incarnation.” ' The answer to this very common teaching is so important that we
must repeat it here. Such a “man” could not be a true man, as Adam was. As we are seeing,
Scripture makes it plain that the Redeemer had to be a man so that he could diefor the sins of
all mankind (Heb. 2:9,14; Rom. 5:17). Is it really plausible that God, who is the Author and very
essence of life, could die? Justice required that a representative of the race of those who sinned
be the one to die to atone for that sin. This is the irrefutable logic of Romans 5:12-17, to which
we will refer many times in discussing who Jesus is.'®

15. “Theincarnation” is the phrase some theologians have coined to describe “when God became aman.” We assert
that the Bible does not teach that God became a man, but rather that He had a Son. Allow us to point out that the word
“incarnation” never appears in Scripture. See Chapter 17.

16. It is common for Trinitarians to argue that Christ must be God because “a man could not atone for the sins of
mankind.” Theologians through the ages have varied greatly in their opinions of exactly how Christ could accomplish
redemption for fallen man, and these theological musings can be found in any good theological dictionary under the
heading of “Atonement.” However, a standard argument goes something like this: “Mankind has sinned against an
infinite God, and therefore the sin is infinitely great. It takes an infinite being to atone for infinite sin, and the only
infinite being is God. Therefore, since Christ atoned for sin, Christ must be God.” This argument, which seems
reasonable to some people, is man-made, and nothinglike it can be found in Scripture. What can be found in Scripture
is simple and straightforward: “For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so
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Jesus Christ’s original genetic purity, coupled with his subsequent behavioral purity,
made him the perfect sacrifice for both the sin natureall men inherited from the first Adam and
the corresponding sinful behaviorof allmen who would ever live.!” Because of His Son’s sinless
life and substitutionary sacrifice, God then had thelegal right to extend grace to mankind. jesus
Christ became the perfect sacrifice and died in place of all men. Thus, those who appropriate
unto themselves the benefits of this sacrifice by faith in Christ’s atoning death exchange their
inherent guilt for his righteousness. Hallelujah!

Not only did the Last Adam have to be able to die; he had to be able to sin as well. Many
Christians have been taught that it was impossible for Jesus to sin, but, logically, the Last Adam,
of necessity, had to have had the same freedom of will that the first Adam had. To say anything
less is to devalue Jesus’ walk of righteousness. His behavioral perfection was ultimately
dependent upon himself alone. He had the choice of whether or not to obey God, and hence
he was temptable. Scripture makes it clear that God cannot be tempted (James 1:13). If Jesus
had not been able to sin like the first Adam, his temptations would have been inauthentic, and
his “accomplishment” of perfect obedience would have been a foregone conclusion rather than
truly praiseworthy. We will examine this subject further in the next chapter.

Remember that the whole Bible is essentially the story of two men and their affect upon
mankind—the first Adam and the Last Adam. It points up the contrastbetween the first Adam’s
disobedience, death and production of a race of mortals (people destined to die), and the Last
Adam’s obedience, life and his production of a race of people who will live forever. This truth
is clearly highlighted in the Book of Romans, which is the foundational doctrinal treatise of the
Church Epistles. Thekey passage we need to examine is foundin Romans 5:12-19, where we see
summarized the stark contrast between the first Adam and the Last Adam. Verse 12 delineates
the twofold problem of sin and death that all mankind faces due to the sin of the first Adam.

also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). There is not a single verse
anywhere in Scripture that hints in any way that “God” was a sacrifice for sin.

“The Church Fathers” tried to explain in great detail how Christ could atone for the sins of mankind, and offered
manydifferent theories as to howatonement could be accomplished. Origen, Augustine and others believed that Christ
wasa payment made by God to Satan. Others taught that Christ was not a substitute forman, butrather arepresentative
of man, and somehow the effect of his sufferings and resurrection extend to all mankind. In the Middle Ages, Anselm
taught that mankind’s sin offended God, and that Christ’s redemption was an act of “satisfaction,” to appease God.
Abelard explained Christ’s atonement in terms of love and the response of love elicited from the sinner due to Christ’s
example. The list of man’s theories about exactly how our atonement was accomplished is long, and entire books have
been written on the subject.

The reason for the varying theories is that the New Testament does not set forth a “theory of atonement,” it just
states the facts of the case, i.e, that Christ’s death paid for sin. Scripture makes many and varied references to the
atoning work of Christ. Christ is called a “sacrifice” (Eph. 5:2; Heb. 9:26), a “sin offering” (Isa. 53:10; 2 Cor. 5:21 [NIV
alternatereading)), a “ransom” (Matt. 20:28; 1Tim. 2:6; Heb. 9:5) and an “atoning sacrifice” (Rom. 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).
We do not see the need or reason to build a “theory of atonement” when none is offered in the Word of God. The words
of the Word are sufficient. As far as the subject of this book is concerned, the most important conclusion that can be
drawn from what is revealed in the Word of God is that it is unbiblical to assert that Christ had to be God to pay for the
sins of mankind when the Bible explicitly says that payment for sin came “by man.” See also Chapters 16 and 17.

17. There can be a distinct difference in the usage of the terms “sin” and “sins” in the Word of God. Often, “sins” refers
to the “fruit” of the old nature, while “sin” refers to the “root,” or the old nature itself. See E. W. Bullinger, The Church
Epistles (1991 reprint Johnson Graphics, Decatur, M1, 1905) pp. 27,28.
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Romans 5:12-14 (NRSV) -
(12) Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all, because all have sinned—

(13) Sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no
law.

(14) Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins
were not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one to come.

There are many people in the Old Testament who could be called “types of Christ.” But
this is the only place in the New Testament that directly points back to a particular person who
would be the pattern for who the Messiah would be like. Adam was a “type (pattern) of the one
to come,” in that both Adam and Jesus Christ had a universal effect on mankind by one act, as
the next verses in the context elucidate:

Romans 5:15-19 (NRSV) ’
(15) But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the one man’s
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the
one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many!

(16) And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many tres-
passes brings justification.

(17) If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one,
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

(18) Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.

(19) For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man'’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Itis easy to see the contrast between the two men in the above verses. This truth about the
twoAdamsis also featured in another Church Epistle closelyrelated to Romans—1 Corinthians.
It addresses the practical failure of the Corinthians to adhere to the doctrine set forth in
Romans.!® Itis therefore logical that the theme of the Last Adam should be revisited, and it is:

1 Corinthians 15:21,22 (NRSV)
(21) For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead comes
also through a human being. ,

(22) For as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 6

18. The truth about the position and structure of the Church Epistles is vital for each Christian to understand. See
Appendix J.
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These verses sum up whatwe already sawin Romans 5:12-19. The questionis, howdid the
Last Adam’s “one act of righteousness,” his dying on the Cross, make available everlasting life
toallwhobelieve inhim? First, we will sum up the answer, and then we will look at amagnificent
section of Scripture that expands upon it in more detail. The answer in a nutshell is this: only
another “Adam,” that is, a man, could rectify the tragic situation caused by the sin of the first
Adam and accomplish the complete redemption of mankind. Thisis how we know that the Last
Adam was a total human being.

As stated earlier, the problem God faced was twofold: sin and death, not just for the first
Adam, but for all his descendants. The way in which the Last Adam would solve the problem
would be in direct contrast to how the first Adam causedit. The first Adam disobeyed, the Last
Adam was obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. The first Adam'’s disobedience
brought death; the Last Adam’s obedience unto death brought life, via his resurrection. The first
Adam produced a race of people born dead in sin; the Last Adam made it available to be born
again to life, and he is now in the process of producing an everlastingrace of perfect people.'?

God'’s original plan was to have many sons and daughters living together in Paradise
forever. The first Adam was supposedto have been the father of that perfect race; the LastAdam
willbe the “father” of such a race. Since the ultimate problem that mankind faced was death,
the Last Adam had to defeat this daunting and terrifying enemy. The only way he could do so
was by dying, so that God could then raise him from the dead, thus conquering death and giving
him everlasting life. This truth is clearly conveyed by the following verses:

Romans 6:9,10 .
(9) For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death
no longer has mastery over him.

(10) The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives [by resurrection],
he lives to God.

Hebrews 2:9,14 (NRSV)

(9) But we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels [being
made a man of flesh and blood who could die], now crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone.

(14) Since, therefore, the children [of Adam] share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil.

What was God’s goal? The restoration of His original dream of humans living forever on
a perfect earth. The entire Bible points to the one who would be God'’s agent for bringing this
about—Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ saw in the Old Testament Scriptures that if he would be
obedient unto death, God would raise him from the dead and give him the power to produce a
new race for a new age, an age in which he would rule on earth with God. Jesus Christ defeated
our ultimate enemy, death, and he has guaranteed the same victory to all who believe on him.

19. See Chapter 14, and also the audiotapes A New Race for a New Ageand The Purpose of the Ages (available from CES).
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As we see in the following verses, when Jesus Christ has completely accomplished the
restoration of Paradise and produced a new race for a new age, he will report to God, his Father,
and say, in essence, “Last Adam reporting; mission accomplished; Paradise regained.” Thenhe
will take his place as the Head and Firstborn of a great company of redeemed brothers and
sistersin an everlasting family reunion in Paradise with his Father and his spiritual siblings. This
awesome truth is communicated clearly in a section of Scripture that we will be visiting often
in our journey to understanding the relationship between God and His Son Jesus Christ. Itis
particularly relevant here in connection with the completion of the Last Adam'’s work:

1 Corinthians 15:24-28
(24) Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after
he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.

(25) For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
{(26) The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

(27) For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has
been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put
everything under Christ.

(28) When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to Him who put
everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

This magnificent passage attributes the glory for the entire plan of redemption to its
original Architect, God.

We have now squared off one aspect of the cornerstone for the Christian faith: in order for
him to redeem mankind, Jesus had to be whatever Adam was before his fall. Jesus Christ is the
Last Adam, a man like Adam who could undo what Adam did. The Last Adam, by dying on the
Cross, sacrificed himself as an offering for the sin that the first Adam introduced into the world.
This Adamic parallelism establishes one of the most foundational biblical truths regarding
Christ, one that allows us to see the entire span of the Bible: two men, two gardens, two
commands, two decisions, two deaths, two universal results, two races of people and two
Paradises.

With such asimple but profound basis for biblical understanding, why engage in theologi-
cal speculation about Christ’s identity that can only complicate and compromise the beautiful
literary symmetry and integrity of Scripture? We will now continue to compare and contrast the
two Adams by looking at how both first and last are related to the important phrase, “the image
of God.”



| I
s e omt CHAPTER TWQ e rrn o amin b

The Destiny of
Mankind

ManAs “The Image of God”

We will now continue to explore the Adam—Christ parallel as it relates to the original
destiny of mankind and the concept of the “image of God.” In America, “Madison Avenue”
advertisingmoguls would have us believe that “image is everything.” All too often, however, the
“images” that advertisers create make people look like something they really are not, enabling
them to misrepresent themselves. God, because He is invisible, is especially concerned about
His image, but in His case He wants this image to exactly represent His true nature. Who was
the first “image” of God? The first Adam. And, in the beginning, Adam was an able represen-
tation or “image” of God.

Genesis 1:26 (NRSV)

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and |
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the airand over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.”

Adam was the absolute pinnacle of God'’s creative activities during the six days recorded
in Genesis 1. In fact, Adam (and therefore mankind) was designed to be “the image of God,” the
glorious head of a race of people who would serve as the overlords of God’s creation, sharing
authority and dominion with Him over all that He had made. Man was equipped with godly
attributes thatenabled him to speak and acton God’sbehalf. Thus, hebegan his tenure on earth
“crowned with glory and honor,” as the following verses show.

Psalm 8:3-8 (NRSV)
(3) WhenIlook at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have established,
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(4) what are humanbeings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?

(5) Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and
honor.

(6) You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have putall things
under their feet:

(7) all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
(8) the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

Sections from these verses are quoted in the Book of Hebrews:

Hebrews 2:6-8 (NRSV)
(6) But someone has testified somewhere [Ps. 8]: “What are hurnan beings that you are
mindful of them, or mortals that you care for them?

(7) You made them for a little while a little lower than the angels; you have crowned
them with glory and honor,

{8) subjecting all things under their feet.”

What we read in Psalm 8 (then quoted in Hebrews 2) is exactly what Scripture tells us in
Genesis 1 and 2, and the writer of Psalmsisinawe that God would put “alittledirt man” in charge
of His magnificent creation.! In other words, that God would have such graciousregard forman
isto Hisglory,and notduetoman’sintrinsicgreatness. Itisevidentthatfrom God’s perspective,
man was a lot more than a mere upright, animated dustball with opposable thumbs. God had
big plans for him. But this first man, Adam, fell from his glorious position of responsibility and
authority and ended up bringing suffering upon himself and all mankind. Thus, God’s
intention to glorify man was cut short because Adam disobeyed, but it would later be fulfilled
and amplified in the Man Jesus Christ. If we are ever going to understand the nature and role
of Jesus Christ, we must first clearly understand God’s exalted purpose for mankind.

We have found that when we assert that Christ is the Last Adam, a fully human being and
not God, orthodox Christians accuse us of making Christ a “mere man.” 2 This argument has
force, butonlybecause of what theword “man” has come tomean. To clarify the issuebiblically,
we must look past mankind’s present sorry state and see the awesome beauty and perfection
of what God originally intended “man” to be. He never intended for people to be dominated by
sin nature—stubborn and rebellious against Him. God created mankind tobe arace thatwould

1. The Hebrew word adam literally means “red earth,” an economical way of describing man whose body is
essentially dust with blood coursing through it.

2. We would call this accusation an example of a logical fallacy called “attacking a straw man.” This fallacy is
committed when one party in a dispute misrepresents the position of the other in order to make it easier to refute. Just
asitiseasytoknockoverastrawman, soitiseasyto toppleanargumentthatis patentlyfalse. The “mere man” argument
isastraw man because it does not consider the true biblical significance and destiny of mankind as originally conceived
by God. See Appendix K for more detailed listing and explanation of logical fallacies employed in the field of
Christology.
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represent Him well, reflect His character and rule the world in loving submission to Him.
Although today we speak of a “mere man” because sin so dominates our lives, God’s original
intention was not to create a “mere man,” but a masterpiece.

Adam was intended as a prototype of that new model of creature that God unveiled in
Genesis 1. But, like many prototypes, he failed to pass the test. However, God did not throw
away the drawings. He hungonto them until the time when he could create another prototype
patterned like the first one, a man who would fulfil mankind’s destiny to be the crowning
achievement of God'’s creation. Jesus Christ was God’s second attempt at creating a master-
piece, the ultimate representation of that “masterpiece race” made in the image of God. There
is nothing “mere” about Adam as conceived by God, and nothing “mere” about Christ who was
made according to the same design.

Thus, by his sin, Adam turned the image of God into an image of sinful man.? Although
that ended his rulership and dominion, Adam and his progeny continued to dimly reflect “the
image of God.” Although mankind no longer really lives up to the title of “image of God,” God
continued to use it as areminder of man’s destiny and purpose, and to communicate the value
of man from His perspective.* Italso served to point to the comingone, the Messiah, who would
ultimately fulfill this destiny. Indicative of this is the following verse in Genesis 9, which occurs
many hundreds of years after Adam’s sin, in the context of God instructing Noah about the new
arrangement He would have with mankind after the Flood.

Genesis 9:5,6 (NRSV)

(5) For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: from every animal I will
require it and from human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will require a
reckoning for human life.

(6) Whoever sheds the blood of ahuman, by ahuman shall that person's blood be shed;
for in his own image God made humankind.

Immortality is a fundamental aspect of God’s being and nature, and man, as “the image
of God,” was also made to be immortal. Though he lost this privilege, it is clear that man still
reflected other aspects of God's “image,” no matter how dimly. He can appreciate beauty and
manifest artistic and musical creativity.> He has a moral sense of right and wrong, and can

3. See Genesis 5:3, where Adam is said to have a son “in his own likeness, in his own image.” This son, Seth, was made
in the image of his sinful father Adam.

4. Onlyby perceiving mankind as made in the image of God is true human compassion possible. If mankind is merely
the leading edge of blind and random evolutionary processes, his value is not patterned after anything, and he has no
destiny. So, as a god-like being relative to lower life forms, man creates his own meaning and purpose by the things he
chooses to do. He is answerable to no higher being, reflects no higher purpose and is headed toward no glorious or
certain future. The conceptof man made in theimage of God is ultimately the only basis for an ethical system that values
humans for their own sake and discourages the abuses of tyrants, murderers and others who see their fellow men as
nothing more than a means to their own ends.

5. Some may object to the use of the term “create” in connection with man, but we use it not in the sense of truly
“bringing into existence what has not been before,” which is only God’s domain. Man has “creativity” by virtue of his
ability to fill an empty canvas with colorful images, a blank page with noble thoughts, or a concert hall with beautiful
sounds.
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choose to do right. He can reason from the known to the unknown. He can use language and
other symbols to communicate his thoughts and intentions. In short, man can exhibit qualities
that are more like those that God has than those that animals have.®

Because man was still the bearer of His image, God expected him to govern himself in a
godly manner. Once all unrighteous people had been eliminated by the Flood, God held man
accountable to maintain order by investing him with the ultimate civil authority, that of
punishing murderers by putting them to death.” God did not tolerate man murdering his fellow
man, because He had invested a lot of Himself in man, and was committed to preserving the
species. Why? Because it was to be through mankind that the Messiah, true Man, the Last Adam
and the Redeemer would come. He would be everything God had hoped for man, fulfill man’s
destiny of co-rulership of Creation and become God’s true and ultimate “image.”

From Image Bearer to Image Maker

Sadly, man's spiritually childish inclination is to play God, in ways that range from the
subtle to the blatant. Indeed, the essence of “religion” is that man is the subject, the “creator,”
if you will, and what he calls “God” is simply the object of his own vain reasonings. Since this
“god” comes from the mind of man (often with help from Satan), it usually takes on an image
made to look like mortal man” (Rom. 1:23). In other words, man brings God down to his level,
or even beneath himself. The irony of this is that man ends up groveling before the very things
over which God originally gave him dominion. Because of His love for Man, God strictly forbade
the Israelites to make “graven images” of Him, knowing that any such attempt would result in
atbestagrossly distorted representation of Him. But even the Israelites, like the pagans around
them, often made statues and other images of “God.”

¥

Romans 1:18-23 (NRSV)

(18) The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness

of those who by their wickedness suppress the truth, ,

' (19) For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to ?
: them.

(20) Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible
though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made. So
they are without excuse;

(21) for though they knew God, they did nothonor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. ’

+
¥

6. Ephesians 4:24 provides additional insightinto the meaning of the term, “the image of God.” The “newself” or the
“new man” that Christians receive in the New Birth is said to have been “created to be like God in true righteousness
and holiness.” Therefore, God has provided the means by which mankind can return to the state of beinghe had when
he was originally created “in the image of God,” and reflected the true character of his Creator.

7. See The Bible and Civil Law, an audiotape available from CES.
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(22) Claiming to be wise, they became fools;

(23) and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal
human being or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.

God’s incredible handiwork, which is often called “nature,” is in reality displaying His
nature and goodness. The wonders of creation, which beg awe and thankfulness, are God’s
continual advertising campaign designed to alert people to both His existence and His benefi-
cence (see also Heb. 11:6). No statue is big enough to block out a sunset. Psalm 115:1-8
compares the living God with dead pagan idols:

Psalm 115:1-8 (NRSV)
(1) Not to us, O Lorp, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast
love and your faithfulness.

(2) Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”

(3) Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases.
(4) Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
(5) They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see;
(6) they have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell;

(7) they have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; they make no sound in their
throats;

(8) those who make them will be like them; and are all who trust in them.

The pagan nations surrounding Israel designed their idols just as we read in Romans—in
the image of mortal men. As such, these senseless idols were always idle. No image of God
fashioned by human hands would ever be sufficient to make known His glory. Through the Law
that God gave to Moses for Israel, He provided a foreshadowing of His magnificent blessings yet
to come.

Hebrews 10:1 (KJV)

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually,
make the comers thereunto perfect.

A shadow is only a dark shape, with few defining characteristics. It is not at all a detailed
image. This verse compares a shadow to the “very image [eikon].” Barclay describes the force
of the word eikon in this verse: “a real, true, accurate, essential reproduction and representa-
tion, as contrasted with that which is shadowy, vague, nebulous, unreal and essentially
imperfect. It is the complete perfection of the reproduction...” ®

8. william Barclay, Jesus As They Saw Him (Harper and Row, NY, 1962), p. 89).
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The New Testament Greek word eikon, translated “image,” means “that which resembles
an object, or which represents it, hence, image, likeness.” ® Our corresponding English
derivative, “icon,” is “a sacred image usually painted on wood or metal,” or “an object of
religious devotion.”

In the Old Testament, God was adamant that His people not attempt to fashion an image
of Hislikeness. He gave His people His Word, both spoken and written, by way of prophets who
represented Him. From His Word they could know about Him and His love for them, yet all His
revelation to them was butan introduction to His heart, a foreshadowing of a coming reality. It
all pointed toward His ultimate communication to mankind—the Messiah, Jesus, the Christ,
the living Word.

Hebrews Two: Christ As True Man

The New Testament book of Hebrews provides an important and foundational under-
standingof Man as he was made in the image of God, and this insightis crucial to understanding
the identity of the Last Adam. Hebrews 1:4-2:4 establishes the superiority of the post-resurrec-
tion Christ over the angels.'® Then, Hebrews 2:5-18 elaborates on the necessity that the
Redeemer had to be a true man, another Adam. As we begin to look at this section, the subject
in question is who will be in charge in the world to come.

Hebrews 2:5 (NRSV)
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels

This verse tells us who will not be in charge—angels. However, that does not tell us who
will be in charge. Though we have already looked at these next verses in connection with
mankind’s original dominion, we now want to examine them more fully.

9. E. W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament (Zondervan, Grand
Rapids M1, 1976), p. 401. This definition is confirmed by Thayer’s Lexicon, which says that eikon “adds to the idea of
likeness the suggestions of representation (as a derived likeness) and manifestation.” [Robert H. Thayer, The New
Thayer's Greek- English Lexicon, (Lafayette, IN, Book Publisher’s Press), 1981, p. 175]. Thayer cites Lightfoot’s definitive
study on Colossians 1:15 that identifies two main ideas in the word eikon: representation and manifestation. Barclay,
op.cit, p.393: “If when we say that Jesus is the eikon of God, it means that Jesus is the representation of God; God is the
divine archetype and Jesus is the human likeness of Him.” The other meaning is manifestation. The eikonis the visible
manifestation of the invisible and the unseen, of that which in itself cannot be seen. Plummer: “Jesus is ‘the visible
representative of the invisible God.”” Vine’s, p. 576: “In Hebrews 10:1, the contrast between the shadow and the very
image has been likened to the difference between a statue and the shadow cast by it.” The statue is the eikon,
representing the real thing. The statue is obviously not the person himself.

10. We will discuss the prologue of Hebrews (1:1-3) in the next chapter, because it is a key element in the scriptural
depiction of Jesus Christ as “the purpose of the ages.”
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Hebrews 2:6-8
(6) But there is a place where someone has testified: “What is man that you are mindful
of him, the son of man that you care for him?

(7) Youmade him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor
(8) subjecting all things under his feet.”

In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at
present we do not see everything in subjection to them

We must look at Hebrews 2:8b again carefully: “In putting everything under him [the first
Adam)], God left nothing that is not subject to him.!! Yet at present we do not see everything
subject to him [Mankind].” By revelation, the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews refers back to
Psalm 8, but after quoting it, he makes it clear that something has happened to change things
from the way God originally set them up. The word “yet” is a contrasting conjunction,
informing us that something has drastically changed. We can see now that mankind no longer
has dominion over creation, but rather is at its mercy in many ways.'? Paradise is definitely
“lost,” and the devastating evidence of that is all around us each day. Thank God that the next
verse in Hebrews begins with another contrasting conjunction.

Hebrews 2:9
BUT we see Jesus, who was made alittle lower than the angels, now crowned with glory
and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death
for everyone.

What dowe have inverses 8 and 9but, once again, the two Adams? The first Adam wrecked
everything, and the Last Adam is fixing it. The phrase set off by commas, “now crowned with
glory and honor because he suffered,” ought to be considered as a parenthetical insertion, but
let us hold that in abeyance for a moment while we consider the verse by reading around that
phrase. What it clearly says is that Jesus Christ had to be a man like the first Adam (each was
“madealittlelower than the angels”) so that he could diein place of all men. Had Jesus notbeen
a man, he could nothave died. The parenthesis tellsus what we have already seen: becauseJesus
was obedient unto death, God has highly exalted him (Phil. 2:8ff). In contrast to Jesus who died,
God is “immortal” and therefore cannot die.

11. Note in the words “God left nothing that IS not subject to him” the use of the figure of speech prolepsis or
“anticipation,” wherein future events are spoken of as having already occurred in the present. We know that the use
of “is” is figurative here because the verse goes on to say that “at present we do not see everything subject to him,”
pointing to its future literal fulfillment in Christ. We have arelated figure in English that is called the “historic present.”
This important figure of speech is vital to the proper understanding of the Gospel of John, which so anticipates Christ’s
glory that it speaks of it in the present narrative of the events of his life. For more on this figure, see Chapter 8.

12. AsJesus demonstrated authority over creation (“even the winds and the waves obey him”—Matt. 8:27), so those
who believe in him can exercise ameasure of authority over fallen creation by obedience and faith in therisen Lord. This
is the significance of Mark 16:15-18, which describes the authority the disciples could exercise over poisonous snakes
and the like as they went forth to preach the Gospel. This authority is not absolute, however, but relative to faith and
particular revelation from God concerning what is available in any given situation.
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Not only did Adam die, he brought death upon all men. He also brought suffering to
himself and all human beings after him. Adam began in glory and ended in suffering; Jesus
began in suffering, but was glorified in his resurrection and thereby led many “sons to glory,”
as the next verse shows.

Hebrews 2:10
In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Here again s the critical truth thatwe have seen before. The first “son ofGod,” Adam (Luke
3:38), was intended to be the source of many sons living a glorious everlasting life, but he
disobeyed God and became the author of death instead. So it would be the other “son of God,”
Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, who would be the “author of salvation” for people who believe in
him. The Greek word archegos, here translated “author,” means the “first one in line in a rank
or file.” ¥ Jesus Christ has blazed a trail of perfect faith to the heart of God, and thus he has
become “the way” to life everlasting.

There is another great truth in verse 10: Jesus was “made perfect” through suffering.
Although through the virgin birth Jesus was given genetic perfection by his heavenly Father, he
was not given moral (behavioral) perfection, which he had to learn and earn by obedience, as
the following verses make crystal clear.

Hebrews 5:8,9 (NRSV)

(8) Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered;

(9) and having been made perfect [by overcoming his trials, including death], he
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him

The obvious and necessary conclusion of this truth is that it was possible for Jesus to sin.
Justas he had to be able to dieto be the Redeemer, so he had to be ableto sin, but then resist the
temptation to do so. This rounds out the parallel between Adam and Jesus, because if Jesus
could not have sinned, he would not have truly been a man like Adam, who could and did sin.
Neither Adam norJesus had a sin nature from birth, thatis, a predisposition to sin, buteach had
the freedom and responsibility to choose between obedience and sin. Satan knew this, and thus
unleashed his full arsenal of temptations upon Jesus.

We must repeat this truth for emphasis: without having the potential for moral imperfec-
tion, Jesus would not have truly been like the first Adam. Although it was possible for Jesus to
have sinned like the first Adam, he chose instead to obey his Father.!* If]Jesus Christ could not

13. E. W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the Greek and English New Testament (Zondervan, Grand
Rapids, MI, 1978}, p. 133.

14. By definition, “to sin” means to disobey the will of God. If Jesus were “God,” he could not have disobeyed the will
of “God” because his will, by definition, would be “God’s” will. Trinitarians will argue that he was fully tempted in his
humanity, but not tempted in his “divinity.” This “dual nature” doctrine is meant to protect him from the charge that
he could have sinned in any way. But this theological device creates amore serious problem: itbreaks thelogical parallel
between the first Adam and the Last Adam. Adam did not have a “dual nature” or a “divine nature” that lessened his
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have sinned, then he could not have genuinely been “tempted in all ways,” as Scripture says,
and certainly not in any way that we, as human beings, can identify with. God’s Word makes it
clear that we are to draw strength from his example, so we must be able to relate to his
experience of temptation. How could we possibly draw strength from knowing that “God in
human flesh” resisted temptation? How could anyone be encouraged to overcome temptation
from the example of God doing so? God’s Word in Hebrews continues to reinforce this point.

Hebrews 4:15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin.

If Jesus had a “divine side” that equipped him to avoid temptation, as tradition teaches,
then he was not tempted “[exactly] as we are.” The rest of humanity must face temptation
withoutsuch an advantage, for weare not “100 percent God and 100 percent man.” IfJesus were
“God,” in any sense that affected his experience, could he really have been tempted just as we
are? James 1:13 says that God cannot be tempted, much less succumb to any temptation. If
Jesus could not have actually given in to temptation, then his “temptation” is neither genuine
temptation nor a real test of character. In fact, if Jesus were “God,” to say that he was able to
resist temptation is to say nothing about him at all. In that case, his moral courage and sterling
character become presupposed as a necessary part of his “deity,” a concept that actually
demeans Jesus rather than exalts him. In fact, in our experience, the more the identity of Christ
is pushed toward “deity,” the less meritorious his accomplishments become. They then
become the anticlimactic work of a “God-man” for whom nothing is particularly difficult, and
whose experience is certainly not an authentic struggle against sin to which we“mere humans”
can relate.'s

Hebrews 5:8 is God’s Word, and it clearly says that He made Jesus Christ perfect through
suffering. In other words, Jesus had to go through a process of purification and trial before he
could be properly termed “perfected.” He did not have this status by virtue of some intrinsic
“deity” derived from his “incarnation,” independent and transcendent of how he lived and
behaved. If that were the case, the monumental heroism of his dogged obedience in the face
of relentless, diabolical opposition would fade into mystical insignificance.

Let us continue to follow the logic of Hebrews 2, looking again at verse 14. God’s Word
continues to hammer home the truth that Jesus Christ had to be a one-hundred-percent, red-
blooded human being like Adam was in order to save fallen humanity from the destruction
wrought by the first man.

ability to be tempted. If Christ had a dual nature, but Adam did not, then Christis not truly the “Last Adam.” Adam had
an unblemished human nature, the commandment of God and the free choice of whether to obey it or not. The fact
that God directly made Adam from the dust of the ground and spoke to him intimately did not prevent him from sinning.
Similarly, the fact that God created the life in Mary’s womb and had an intimate relationship with His Son, Jesus, did
not prevent Jesus from sinning either. He too had an unblemished human nature, the commandment of God and the
free choice to obey it or not. Unlike Adam, Jesus chose to obey.

- 33
15. Dunn, op.cit., Christology in the Making, p. xxxiv. “It might be pointed out that a Jesus who makes an Adamic choice
is more of a model for Christian behavior (Phil 2:1-13) than a pre-existent Christ.”
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Hebrews 2:18
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted.

The truths of God’s Word that we have thus far set forth in these first two chapters are the
foundation of our redemption, that is, “Christianity 101.” Only a man could redeem fallen
mankind, but that man would have to be a perfect sacrifice, one who could fully atone for both
the sin nature and the sinful behavior of all the descendants of the first Adam. Only one man
in history could have filled the bill: Jesus of Nazareth. God created him with genetic perfection
just like the first Adam had. In contrast to the first Adam, however, Jesus Christ chose to obey
his heavenly Father all the way to his death on the Cross. God then crowned him with glory and
honor because of the things he suffered, raising him from the dead. He also made him the
perfect High Priest, the Head of the Body of Christ and the Lord over all. Truly, Jesus Christ has
blazed a trail of perfect faith for us to follow, and, as the Savior, he invites all men to walk in his
steps. Those who accept his invitation are born into the family of God and can mature into
dynamic representatives of his character and love.

The Last Adam’s “Nature”

Since we have been arguing for a precise parallel between the first Adam and the Last
Adam, and have asserted that neither had a “sin nature,” we mustaddress the issue of what kind
of “nature” each had. This subject has been hotly debated for centuries, before and after the
“orthodox” position of the “dual nature” of Christ was formulated at the Council of Chalcedon
in 451 AD.'® There it was decided that the official position of the Church was that Christ had
both ahuman anda divine nature. Thatis to say, he was 100 percent God and 100 percent man.
The orthodox believers asserted his complete humanity against the Gnostics and Docetics, who
argued that Christ was notreallyaman atall, butonly appeared to be aman. On the otherhand,
they asserted his “divinity” against the Arians, who argued that he was not God, but rather a
created being. Theyalso defended his divinity against those who questioned his virgin birth and
divine Sonship.

We have already discussed some of what is wrong with the “orthodox” position, namely
that Jesus could not have been truly tempted if he were in some way “God.” Butletusadd a few
other objections to this doctrine before attempting to determine a more biblical and rational
alternative. First, the Chalcedonian formula is guilty of a logical fallacy called “equivocation.”
Equivocation involves the changing of the meaning of a term in the middle of an argument."?
In equivocating the terms “man” and “God,” Trinitarians create a separate category of being for
Jesus Christ and remove him from the normal and customary meaning of each term as it is
understood both biblically and experientially. Furthermore, whatis asserted aboutJesus Christ

16. See Chapter 19 on the seven Church Councils and their role in the development of Christian doctrine.

17. See Appendix K for a more complete discussion of logical fallacies, particularly equivocation.
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These behaviors can be evaluated biblically and morally to determine whether they are
right or wrong, but much sinful behavior occurs by impulse without reflection. This is the
influence of what Scripture calls “the flesh,” that is, the sin nature inherent in all men. In the
absence of strong moral training and education as children, humans tend toward selfish and
careless behavior that the Bible defines as sinful. Also, we should note that whether people
choose the kind of behavior for which they have a predisposition or whether they choose
something else is a function of their free choice. Yet there seems to be nearly universal
agreement among modern researchers about the influence of the genetic component on
human personality and temperament. This “nature versus nurture” debate will continue to
rage on, however, because of the intricate and delicate balance that seems to exist within the
various aspects of human beings and their environments.

Since a genetic “nature” or “temperament” is so clearly an ongoing part of human being
and personality, it stands to reason that it was also a part of the firsthuman’s being. Before he
fell, Adam had a nature perfectly suited to bearing the image of God. Therefore, he had a
“divine” nature, meaning that he shared some of the qualities and attributes of God, who was
their source. By studying the character of God in His dealings with man, and also in the actions
of Jesus and other men representing God, we can conclude that God is loving, peaceful, joyful,
slow to anger, kind, good, faithful, gentle and self-disciplined, just to name a few.?! These
qualities must have been in abundance in Adam, who was the son and image of God, as he
administered Paradise and carried out the will of his Creator. He had every quality in whatever
measure necessary for him to exercise his dominion over the earth. And because there was no
sin, there was nothing sinful in his disposition, that is, nothing that would cause him to act
contrary to the will of God.

If we think of Adam as a perfect image of God's character, one of the consequences of the
Fall was to shatter that “mirror” into pieces. Now, instead of one man exhibiting the totality of
God's attributes without sin, mankind would continue to reflect these qualities in a collective
way, but mixed with sin. This explains why we continue to see human beings demonstrating
compassion, creativity, moral strength, intellectual and scientific brilliance and feats of selfless
courage. These godly qualities in man are consistent with what we would predict if mankind
were in fact made in the image of God. Obscuring these godly qualities, however, are traits such
as sinful self-interest, cruelty and indifference. These seem to often characterize man’s
behavior and experience, which is predicted by the Bible as a result of the consequences of sin.

Based upon this reasoning then, we believe that Jesus Christ had a perfect human nature,
just as Adam originally had before it became fragmented and stained by sin. This means that
Jesus exemplified ina single person every godly quality ever seenin mankind collectively. These
qualities were present in his nature from his mother’s womb, even as our children’s tempera-
ments are. He was the perfect blend of qualities and characteristics that God intended for man,
as His “image,” to manifest. In observing Jesus’ behavior, we see his ability to be tough, yet
tender; patient and slow to anger, yet appropriately aggressive and passionate. In short, Jesus
Christ was a man as Man was intended to be—the reflection of his Creator and his Father—like
Father, like Son.

21. See The Fruit of the Spirit: The Character of Christ (audiotape seminar by CES).
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Onefurthernote:Jesus Christdid notfulfillhis ministry by virtue of some inherently divine
nature that he brought with him through an “incarnation.” The New Testament makes it very
clear how he was able to do the messianic works that he did—bybeing anointed with holy spirit
at the baptism of John.

Luke 3:21,22 (NRSV) “

Now when all the people were baptlzed and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the holy spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “you are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased.”

Luke 4:18 (NRSV)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sentme to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Acts 10:38 (NRSV) R

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; howhe went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him.

AswonderfulahumanbeingasJesus was, itis notrecorded that he performed any miracle
or preached a word until he was empowered by holy spirit. It was this spirit, then, and not his
temperament, personality or intrinsic “divinity,” that enabled him to do the works that he did.
This is crucial to understand, and yet few Christians recognize this important point.2?2 This is
yet another truth that should profoundly encourage us as Chrlstlans, because it explains how
we can do the works that Jesus Christ did. N -

Very truly, I tell you, the one who belleves in me w111 alsodo the works that I do and, in
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.

Jesus Christ received from his Father the promised holy spirit and shed it on his disciples
on the Day of Pentecost.

22. Oneofthe mainreasonsso few understand this is the common teachmg that “the Holy Spirit” is one of the persons
in a “triune Godhead.” Thus, they have difficulty explaining how Christ could be “God in human flesh” through the
incarnation, yet still need to be empowered by “the Holy Spirit,” another member of the Godhead, before he could begin
to do his work. To many orthodox Christians, Christ is in some sense the eternal God from his birth, yet is indwelled
at his baptism by another “person” called “the Holy Spirit,” another member of the triune God. It is no wonder that
some Christians refer to him as the “Christ event,” since he was apparently three persons happening at one time. If
Christ were “true God” from his birth, would he not have had God’s power from his birth and not needed any

subsequent anointing? See Appendix I.
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Acts 2:33 (NRSV)

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear [i.e.,
holy spirit]

The holy spirit enabled them to do the same works that Jesus had been doing. The Book
of Acts records the disciples doing just that. But if Jesus did his mighty works by being “God,”
how can we “mere men” hope to do the same?

The Last Adam’s Family

Set in the heart of Hebrews 2:5-18 is a profound truth: every Christian is related to Christ
in the most intimate, family way. He is not a being of such exalted status that we cannotrelate
to him. In fact, he is called our “brother.” Let us now look at verses 11-13.

Hebrews 2:11
Both the one [Christ] who makes men holyand those who are made holy are of the same
family [have the same Father]. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.z

This verse is brimming with truth. It clearly states that God is the original author oflife for
both]esus Christ andall whobelieve in him. Yet Jesus Christ is the one who sanctifies those who
believe in him. It was God who gave him the authority and the ability to do so. As Jesus is the
Son of God, so those whom he sanctifies are “sons.” Jesus Christ is not ashamed to call us his
brothers. Amen!

In the next two verses from the same context, there are three quotations from the Old
Testament about the coming Redeemer.

Hebrews 2:12,13 (NRSV)
(12) Saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the
congregation I will sing your praises.”

(13) And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I, and the children
whom God has given me.”

The first quote is from Psalm 22:22, found in one of the sections of the Old Testament most
clearly referring to Jesus Christ. It is a prophecy that the Messiah will one day stand amidst a
great congregation and praise God with them. Could those people be the “many sons in glory”
of Hebrews 2:10? Absolutely. Itis noteworthy that Psalm 22 is a prophecy of both the suffering

23. Consider also the following translation of the above verse, which clarifies the distinction between God and Christ:
“The truth being that he who bestows the hallowing [Jesus Christ] and those who are being hallowed derive their origin,
oneandall, from the One [God]. And thatis why the Son is not ashamed to call them his brothers.” Heinz Cassirer, God’s
New Covenant: A New Translation (William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI, 1989).

rd
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and the glory of Christ. What was Jesus thinking about when the Roman soldiers pounded the
first spike into his wrist? No doubt he was thinking about his future destiny, that s, “the joy that
was set before him” (Heb. 12:2).

The second quote from the Old Testament (“Iwill put my trustin Him") is from Isaiah 8:17.
Jesus Christ was the first man to perfectly trust God. He was the epitome of faith. Because he
put his trust in God, we can put our trust in him. The NIV Study Bible note on Hebrews 2:13
recognizes that the point of this quotation is to assert the perfect manhood of Christ. “‘1 will put
my trustin Him.” An expression of true dependence on God perfectly exemplified in Christ. In
him, humanity is seen as it was intended to be.” Amen. We could not have said it any better.
Jesus Christ was able to do what he did because of his “true dependence on God.” Man was
originally made to have intimate communion with his Maker, trust in His superior wisdom and
love and, through obedience to his Creator, share with Him in the management of His affairs on
the earth. Jesus epitomized this dependency on his God, his Maker.

The third quote from the Old Testament in this section of Hebrews comes from Isaiah 8:18,
and could hardly be extracted from a more pertinent context, which reveals that Isaiah and the
people of God were surrounded by a much larger number of unbelievers bent on their
destruction. Death was certain unless God delivered them. God did deliver them by way of
Isaiah, who said in essence, “Stick with me and you will be saved.” He then referred to them as
“the children God has given me.” In that record, Isaiah is a “type” of Christ.?*

Here we come face to face with a tremendous truth of Scripture not often realized—that
those who believe in Christ are, figuratively speaking, his “children.” % To seethis, letusgoback
to Isaiah 53, another Old Testament passage of Scripture that specifically speaks of the coming
Christ. Asin theinitial revelation about Christ in Genesis 3:15, where God prophesied both his
suffering and his glory, so Isaiah 53 portrays both his hideous death and his glorious future life.

e T : S P A

24. A “type” is a specific parallel between two historical entities. Biblical typology involves a correspondence by
analogy such that earlier persons, places or events are patterns by which later events can be better understood or
interpreted. The study of typology comes out of a study of the Bible itself. The New Testament uses both the words
tupos, or “type,” and antitupos, or “antitype.” The Greekword tuposcanrefer to the original model, prototype or stamp
as well as to the copy, imprint or mark that was left by the original. The word antituposrefers only to the copy, imprint
ormark and not to the original or stamp. Romans 5:14 callsAdam a “pattern” (a tupos) of “the one to come,” i.e., Christ,
while Hebrews 9:24 calls the earthly sanctuary a “copy” (antitupos) of thereal one in the heavens. There hasbeen great
debateamong Christians as to whatare the true types of Christ in the Bible and whatis strained imagination and fanciful
thinking. For example, just because someone was whipped in the Old Testament does not mean he was a “type” of
Christ, but, on the other hand, the clear parallels between Joseph and Christ or Abraham/Isaac and Christ have been
recognized for centuries. In this case, the fact that what Isaiah said is quoted in Hebrews as being prophetically spoken
by the Messiah makes the type axiomatic and abundantly clear. o T I

25. The spiritual “fatherhood” of great men of God is evident in Scripture. In Romans 4:16, Abraham is called the
“father of all of us who believe.” In 2 Kings 2:12, Elisha cries out to Elijah his mentor, “My father, my father.” In 2 Kings
13:14, Jehoash the king of Israel called Elisha “My father, my father.” Paul refers to his “fatherhood” of the believers in
Corinth whom he had led to Christ (1 Cor. 4:15), saying that he had “begotten” them through the Gospel. Because of
his character and attributes, and being the author of everlasting life, Jesus Christ is obviously the ultimate “father”
figure, even though he has no natural children. God’s Messiah, Jesus, will conquer the earth (Rev. 19), raise the dead
(Judges 5:25) and reign as king in the Millennium. Thus, in Isaiah 9:6, part of the Messiah’s name s "Father of the
coming age.” See Appendix A (Isaiah 9:6). . N
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Isaiah 53:7-12

(7) Hewas oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he wasled like alamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his
mouth.

(8) By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his
descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my
people he was stricken.

(9) He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, thbugh he
had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

(10) Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lorp
makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will
of the Lorp will prosper in his hand.

{11) After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

(12) Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the
transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Verse 8 asks, “And who can speak of his descendants?” What we see here is that Jesus
would die without ever having any children. In the Hebrew culture, this was considered a curse.
Jesus died with no one to carry on his lineage. Butlook at verse 10: “He will see his offspring.”
What “offspring?” The “children God has given him,” the “many sons in glory.” Does this not
specificallyrelate to Christbeingcalled a“seed” in Genesis 3:15? Yes, he is the seed that willbear
much fruit after his kind. “We know that when he appears, we shall be like him” (1 John 3:2).
Praise God!

Jesus Christ: The Image of God

With all this background in mind, we can now turn our attention to the phrase “the image
ofGod,” asitisused inreference toJesus of Nazareth. The Last Adam, nowhighlyexalted as Lord
and Christ, is the only trueimage of God. Actually, he is not referred to as “the image of God”
until after his resurrection, as we shall see. So while Jesus admirably represented God’s heart,
love and character in his earthly ministry, he is now in a position of such glory that he is
functioning “just like God.” 2 Man'’s destiny as the image-bearer of God finds complete
fulfillment in the glorification of Jesus Christ, because all those who believe in him will one day
be made like him.

Even prior to his resurrection and ascension, however, Jesus brought many things to light
about his invisible Father, the God who created the heavens and the earth. In fact, of all the

26. Immortality is alarge part of what is meant by “the image of God,” asis 1ndlcated by the fact that this phrase is only
used of the resurrected Christ, who is now immortal himself.

-
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“images” and representations that presume to depict the invisible, it is Jesus Christ who most
vividly exemplified and made manifest the character of God by the way he lived. The heartand
will of God was manifested by his life of obedience. Forinstance, we knowitis God’s will to heal
those with faith in Him because Jesus healed everyone who came to him with faith. So itis for
everything that Jesus said and did—he revealed God’s heart and will for those who believe in
him. Asone scholar putit, “Christis given to us as the image of God by which we may know what
God wills and does.” %

John 1:18 (KJV)
No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.

The Greek word for “declared” means “tolead or bring out, hence to make known, declare,
unfold.” 2 By his personality, his character, the spirit that was upon him and by his absolute
obedience to his Father, Jesus perfectly exhibited God’s heart to mankind. His language, taken
as a whole, reveals that he never thought of himself as the source of his wisdom and mighty
works. Whenhe said, “He who has seenmehas seen the Father” (John 14:9), he was notreferring
to any physical resemblance nor intrinsic deity. He was referring to his obedient way of being,
his words and his works. The following are a number of statements Jesus made that help us
understand this more clearly:

¢ “The Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for
whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise” (John 5:19 NRSV).

¢ “The Father who dwells in me does his works” (John 14:10 NRSV).

e “Ihave madeknowntoyoueverythingthatlhaveheard from myFather” (John 15:15
NRSV). :

o “All that the Father has is mine” (John 16:15 NRSV).
e “Whoever sees me sees him who sent me” (John 12:45 NRSV).

Jesus shared with others everything that God showed him. His was a reflective and
representative role, honoring his Father at every turn, emptying himself of any need for
recognition or approval. His only desire was to do the will of God (John 4:34) and to bring Him

glory.
We can learn another important thing about the word eikon, “image,” by observing the
following verses:

Matthew 22:17-21 (KJV)
(17) Tell us therefore, What thinkest Thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or
not?

27. Gerhard Kittel, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI, Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1964,

“Eikon”), p. 396).

28. E. W. Bullinger, op. cit., Lexicon, p. 210.
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i (18) ButJesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites?
(19) Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto Him a penny.
(20) And He saith unto them, Whose is this image [eikonl and superscription?

(21) They say unto Him, Caesar’s. Then saith He unto them, Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God'’s.

Itis clear that the coin-carrying Pharisees did not pull out one with Caesar himself glued
toit. The coin had an image stamped on it, which was obviously not identicalto the original.?®
In fact, the image was perhaps only a crude likeness. The degree of similarity between the
archetype or prototype and its image varies, and the uses of eikon reflect those variations. The
range of use of eikon varies from gross misrepresentation (as in the case of false images of God),
to similarity (asin Col. 3:10 where our new self is being renewed in similarity to Christ), to exact
likeness (Heb. 1:3).

Today, through photographic technology, we can reproduce exactimages of people.* Or
canwe? Alady friend excitedly shows you a snapshot and proclaims, “This is my fiancé, Henry.”
Youreply, “Buthe’s completelyflat! And he’s only three inches tall with halfa body! I don’t think
the marriage will work.” Obviously, an image, no matter how perfectly it reflects the original
thing, is not identicalto it.*!

There are two verses in the Church Epistles that clearly and specifically refer to Jesus Christ
as “theimage of God,” and we will now examine them carefully in their contexts. We will see that
Christ’s being called the “image of God” most specifically refers to his glorious post-resurrec-
tion ministry at the “right hand of God” since being crowned with glory and honor. Remember
that Hebrews 2:9 says the Last Adam is “now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered
death.” In other words, he didn't fully come into his “glory and honor” until after his death and
resurrection. We should also point out 1 Corinthians 15:45: “The first man Adam became a
living being; the Last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” When did he become “alife-giving spirit?” After
his resurrection and glorification. Does that mean that he did not represent his Father well

29. Logical “identity” is established by the following principle: Whatever is true of A, must also be true of B. And
whatever is true of B, must also be true of A. Logically, similar things are not identical. For example, a statue (image)
of George Washington is not identical to George Washington. If it were, George Washington himself would have been
made of bronze. See Appendix K.

30. Thediminutive form of eikon—eikonion—carresponds to the modern photograph. Barclay, op. cit., p. 390: “Apion
the soldier writes home to his father Epimachus: ‘I send you a little portrait (eikonion) of myself at the hands of
Euctemon.’” Barclay continues: “The word eikonbecomes the regular word for the identifying description of a person,
which was subjoined to official documents, in particular with regard to the buying and selling of slaves. The eikonwas
the official and accurate description of the person involved and the means whereby he orshe could be identified. Ifwe
take it in this way, we may say that Jesus is the exact portrait and description of God.”

31. Various Trinitarian scholars try to force eikon to mean identity or equality with the original. For example: The use
of eikon in Colossians 1:15 “is intended to indicate the essential unity of God and Jesus, of the Father and the Son.”
(Barclay, op. cit, p. 388-389). Kittel, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 395: “When Christ is called the image of God, all the emphasis is
on the equality of the eikonwith the original.” Trinitarian theologians attempt to force the semantic range of eikonto
include the concept of identity, but the uses of eikon, both biblical and secular, preclude this extrapolation (See
Appendix A, Col. 1:15).
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during his earthly ministry? No. We have already established that Jesus always did the will of
his Father. However, whatever it is to be the complete “image of God” is found in his exaltation
and glorification at the right hand of God.

Letusrevisit Hebrews 1:3, which communicates this truth powerfully. Although this verse
is often applied to the earthly life, ministry and being of Jesus Christ, upon closer examination
we can see that it is referring to his post-resurrection life:

Hebrews 1:3a (NRSV)
The Son is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word.

Notice that the verbs “is” and “sustains” are in the present tense and refer to his present
state of being in glory at the righthand of God. We can understand how Christ would be a better
representation of God attherighthand of the Father’s glorythan hanging from his Cross. Infact,
those who saw him thought him smitten and accursed of God (see Deut. 21:23 and Isa. 53:4).
While dead, he was as far from radiating the glory of God as a person can get. Nevertheless, he
was raised from the dead unto immortality and everlasting life, with a fabulous new body that
enables him to act as the Head of the Church and work with every member of his Body wherever
they are in the world. He is now the ultimate representative of God. If people are unable to see
him for who heis, it is because they have been blinded by the Adversary, as the following verses
show.

2 Corinthians 4:4-6 (KJV)
{4) But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

In whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them,

(5) For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake.

(6) For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Itis the Gospel, the good news of Christ’s accomplishments, that brings to light the glory
of Christ, and thereby the glory of God whose plan it was to send him. The written Word makes
known the living Word, Jesus Christ, who makes known the one true God. Thus, a “succession
of representation” is clearly articulated in the above verses. We preach not ourselves, but the
Gospel of Christ. Christ represented not himself, but God. And God “shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Because Jesus
Christ gave his all to represent God, God is now reciprocating by making known Christ, His
perfect representative and “the exact representation of His being.”

The other verse that specifically refers to Jesus Christ as the image of God is also in the
Church Epistles.
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Colossians 1:15 (NRSV)
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

Let us take note of the use of the word “invisible” here. God’s invisibility has been the
occasion of much rebellion and idolatry on the part of His people throughout history. They
wanted something visible to worship and pray to like the pagans had, and this led to all manner
of misguided activities, as even the most casual reading of the Old Testament will show. Fallen
man has a “lust of the eyes,” which drives him to desire a visible object for his devotion. Even
though the creation itself so clearly points to the hand of its invisible Designer that man is
“without excuse” (Rom. 1:20), he continually fails to make the connection.

Man is in many respects the pinnacle of that creation his body and mind the most
awesome examples of divine handiwork. The human brain has 10 billion brain cells, with each
cell capable of establishing interconnections with 35,000 other brain cells. The possible
interconnections are 10 billion to the 35,000 power, an incomprehensibly huge number. What
man'’s mind is capable of, even in its fallen condition, has yet to be fathomed. The first Adam
was the “firstborn” of this magnificent creation described in Genesis 1, but, by virtue of his
disobedience, he lost his privileged status as the firstborn. At his resurrection, the Last Adam
became the firstborn of a new creation that began with his resurrection. He is the prototype of
this new creation, hisresurrected body gloriously exemplifying even greater magnificence than
what we see in the present creation. That Christ is such a prototype is proven three verses later
in Colossians 1, where the term “firstborn” occurs again:

Colossians 1:18 (NRSV)
Heisthe head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
so that he might come to have first place in everything.

Inthe context, “the firstbornofall creation” directly correlates with his being “the firstborn
from amongthedead.” Itwasin his resurrectionthathe cameintohis glory. Itwas thenand only
then that he was fully able to reflect the entire majesty of God who exalted him. Because he was
sinless and obedient during his earthly tenure, Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation catapulted
him to a glorious dominion and co-rulership of God’s creation even exceeding the first Adam'’s.
Only when Jesus Christ was elevated to his present position of dominion and co-rulership,
having sat down at the right hand of God with all authority fully delegated to him, was he said
to be “the image of God” in all the fullness of the term. Thus, in this position he has fulfilled the
destiny of Man, who was made in “the image of God.”

Christians: Bearers of Christ’s Image

In closing this chapter, we will look at three verses that complete our examination of the
phrase, “the image of God,” and also shed some valuable light on how this teaching affects us
as believers in Christ.
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Colossians 3:9-11 (NRSV)
(9) Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off your old self with its
practices

(10) and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowl-
edge according to the image of its Creator.

(11) In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free, but Christ is all, and in all!

Our “new self” is the divine nature of Christ that is a part of what we receive when we obey
Romans 10:9 and are born again. This reality, also called the “gift of holy spirit,” the “spirit of
truth,” etc., is “being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator.” 3 Who isitscreator? As
far as giving us the potential to be like God, Jesus Christ is, because it is he who poured out the
gift of God’s nature into our hearts (Acts 2:33). He isall, and in all, and he is working in us to
fashion us in his image, even as he is fashioned after God’s image (cp. Eph. 1:22,23). This same
truth is conveyed in the following parallel passage:

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NRSV)
(22) You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and
deluded by its lusts;

(23) and to be renewed in the spirit [NIV "attitude”] of your minds

(24) And to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to thelikeness of God
in true righteousness and holiness.

Today each Christian has within himself the absolute guarantee of one day being made
totally like Christ (1 Cor. 15:49; Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:1,2). In the meantime, God has given us
through Christ the potential to manifest his character to the world. In fact, this is the very
purpose of our existence—to represent our Maker well!

Romans 8:29,30 (NRSV)
{29) For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.

(30) And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

As believers, we are already partial partakers of his heavenly glory, although our final
glorification awaits his final appearing. Meanwhile, as we look to him, we are being trans-
formed into “the likeness of His [glorious] Son” more and more, day by day. What an awesome
privilege it is to be a Christian!

These truths are further established in the following verses:

32. See The Gift of Holy Spirit: Every Christian's Divine Deposit, available from CES.
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” o

“authorities,” “powers” and “spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12). Jesus
Christ totally exposed hiskingdom and its effect on people (Luke 10:17-24), and is in the process
of “bringing him to ashes” (Ezek. 28:18). Though Satan knows his days are numbered, he is
insanely committed to hindering God’s purposes and delaying the day of his doom, if he can.
He s also trying to deceive as many people as he can so they do notbelieve in Christ and receive
everlasting life in Paradise. As the father of pride and envy, he apparently reasons that if he is
going to be destroyed, he will take as many people down with him as possible.

The second question in regard to Satan’s authority is: was this authority that he offered to
Jesus legitimately histo give, or was helying? He is, after all, the “father of lies” (John 8:44). The
most compelling answer to this question is the way Jesus answered the Devil. He did not
question the fact that the Devil was making a legitimate offer. He simply recognized that there
was too high a price to pay for what he was offering. We have no doubt that the Devil is still in
the empire-building business, enrolling everyone he can in the pursuit of worldly fame, fortune
and self-promotion. And those he cannotlure into that trap he discourages and humiliates by
setting before them unattainable ideals for “beauty, brains and bucks.” In case those traps fail,
he provides counterfeit religious systems for “escaping the world,” and persecution of those
who choose to resist. He has all the bases covered, because he is the “systematizer” of error.’
Surveying the state of the world since the time of Adam’s fall, we would have to say that there
is an invisible conductor orchestrating evil and masterminding events of nature and human
history in amanner contrary to the will of God. But we do nothave to rely on our experience for
an accurate assessment, because God’s Word says that this is precisely what is happening
behind the scenes:

1 John 5:19 (NRSV)
We know that we are God's children, and that the whole world lies under the power of
the evil one.

So we see that the Redeemer still has alot of work to do, and thatredemption is still being
accomplished. This is because not only did Jesus come to redeem mankindby giving his life as
asacrifice, God senthim to redeem all of His creation.® Inthe first part ofhis job, his enemy was
sin and death, and Jesus’ orders were to endure suffering and death caused by the sin of Adam.
In thelatter partof his assignment, Christ’s enemy is Satan (and his demons), and his orders are
to rise up in his glory and vanquish all the enemies of God.

This latter aspect of his job description requires that he deal directly with the one
responsible for the introduction of sin and death into God’s Creation. Remember that the first

5. Satan uses strategy and systematizes error such that it continues generation after generation. The Apostle Paul
wrote in Ephesians about people blown about by “craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph. 4:14, NASB). “Craftiness” is
from the Greek panourgia, and means “craftiness, cunning, unscrupulousness, false wisdom.” Itis the word used about
someone who will use any and all means to achieve an end. The words “deceitful scheming” are translated from the
Greek word methodeia (from which we get “method”) and it means “deceit, craft or trickery” thathas a plan or method
behind it. Thus, the Adversary has an evil plan and method, and will use any and all means at his disposal to reach his
sinister goals.

6. Romans 8:19-21 clearly says that the entire creation awaits the day when it will “be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.” i beemere it
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time the coming Redeemer is mentioned in Scripture was when God prophesied to Satan in
Genesis 3:15 that he would eventually be destroyed, not by God Himself, but by the offspring of
the woman. This conflict and parallelism between Christ and the Devil is another aspect of the
cornerstone of the Christian faith that must be cut correctly. When we consider this head-to-
head cosmic fight-to-the-finish, we are struck with an insight concerning God’s righteousness.
As God couldnot legally or righteously be the Redeemer of mankind because he could not die,
He wouldnotbe the destroyer of Satan because Hisrighteousness is so pure thatitextends even
tobeing fair and just to His archenemy. Though he could destroy Satan as easily as He had drop-
kicked him from heaven, God delegated the destruction of Satan to one who would earn the
right and the moral authority to do so—Jesus Christ! Though we cannot possibly know allthat
was in the Father’s heart, we know from Philippians 2:13 that His plan of redemption is to His
glory, and His plan involved delegating the complete process of redemption to Christ. God is
there to help, guide and direct as always, but he has invested in Christ “all authority in heaven
and earth” (Matt. 28:18), more than enough to get the job done.

OurGodisnotasinterested in getting the job done quickly and efficiently ashe is in having
it done RIGHT, as in righteously. There is also a majestic poetic justice involved in allowing
Christto be Satan’s destroyer. Because asJesus walked the same path of temptation in the flesh
that Adam walked, without sinning, so in his glorified position as Lord he is standing where
Lucifer once stood, only without iniquity or pride being found in him. Hence, he is uniquely
qualified to undo what Lucifer did when he scorned his privileged anointing at God’s right hand
as “the guardian cherub” in “the holy mount of God.”

Satan Started As a Star

Let us now look at the privileged position in which Lucifer began his existence, because
understanding his relationship with God and the manner in which he lost it will help us
appreciate Jesus Christ and his road to glory. Where Jesus began his earthly life in humility and
ended it in ignominy, Satan began in glory and will end in ashes. His downfall was his fatally
flawed decision to attempt to exalthimselfto an even higher position than he was already given,
to a position just like God.

The following account in Ezekiel 28 is the most detailed reference in the entire Bible to
Satan's original state, his decision to leave it and his eventual complete annihilation. Note the
use of language in verse 12, making it appear that this passage is addressed only to a particular
“Kingof Tyre.” Itis evident, however, that though thisking may have had afew faults of his own,
they pale in comparison to the criminal antics of the one this passage is really being addressed
to—the Cosmic Criminal, Satan, the crafty old “Serpent.” Note also that God says here that He
will be the one to destroy Satan, but this is not a contradiction of Genesis 3:15, which says that
the promised seed would crush his head. There is a common Hebrew idiom being employed
here in which the one whose plan it is can speak of doing the work, although he has actually
delegated it to an agent.”

7. The Jewish rule of “agency” is explained in Appendices A (Gen. 16:7-13) and D.
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Ezekiel 28:12-19 (NASB)

(12) Son of man, take up a lamention over the king of Tyre, and say to him: “Thus says
the Lorp God: ‘Youhad the seal [i.e., you were the model] of perfection, full of wisdom
and perfect in beauty.

(13) You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the
ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; thelapis lazuli, the
turquoise and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
was in you. On the day that you were created they were prepared.

(14) Youwere the anointed cherub who covers and I placed youthere. Youwere on the
holy mount of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.

(15) You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until
unrighteousness was found in you.

(16) By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you
sinned. Therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have
destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

(17) Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings [this will
happen in the future], that they may see you.

(18) By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade, you
profaned your sanctuaries. Therefore I have brought fire from the midst of you; it has
consumed you, and I have turned you to ashes on the earth in the eyes of all who see you
(also future, spoken of as past for the certitude of the event—*“the lake of fire"—Rev.
9:20, et al.

(19) All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you have become
terrified, and you will be no more.””

So we see that the present Adversary of God and His Christ began as “the model of
perfection,” beautiful and wise beyond comparison. From this description, he seems to have
been the most graciously favored of all God’s created beings. Would it be going too far to assert
that God had given him everything he could give a created being without making him just like
Himself? We think this is what the above Scriptures are communicating. So it is all the more
reprehensible that Lucifer became discontent, actually thinking that he deserved to be even
more than he already was. Lucifer’s pathetic example proves that it is always possible to be
unthankful, no matter how much one has been given.

At this point let us turn to the description of Lucifer’s fall as found in Isaiah. We have
highlighted his five “I will” statements to accentuate the deliberate choice he made to reject
God'’s grace (biblically, the number five indicates “grace”). Note that this passage ends witha
revealing statement from God'’s perspective about who Satan really is, when stripped of all his
lies and pretensions. He is very small indeed, apart from what God has given him through His
grace and generosity. When he is finally revealed for who he is, and judged in righteousness by
the Son of Righteousness, all will marvel at what a pretender he really is, and how unworthy of
notice.
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(mold) when God created him to be his “righthand man.” ! Christis the new mold, patterning
himself exactly after his Father, as Hebrews 1:3 communicates. God had given the position to
Lucifer as his “birthright,” so to speak, since he just “woke up” one day as a created being
equipped to the max. Itis clear that God had already formulated a plan for filling this position
with another exalted being. But we can surmise that he purposed in his heart that the next time
it would be by someone earning the right to it, someone who would not try to grasp at equality
with Him. The following passage highlights Christ’s humility in contrast to Satan’s prideful
power-grab.

Philippians 2:5-8
5) Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

6) Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped,

7) But made himself nothing [KJV—"0of no reputation”], taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. ‘

8) And being found in appearance as aman, he humbled himself and became obedient
to death, even death on a cross.

(9) Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name,

(10) That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth,

(11) and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Clearly, God has exalted His wonderful Son to “the highest place,” a place that is “just like
God,” or functionally equal with God. This is the very place that Lucifer wanted to be, but
because he grabbed for it, he was cast out of heaven. In contrast, Jesus is not concerned with
having personal equality with God as Lucifer was. He is content to serve God in whatever way
and in whatever role God gives him. Because of this humility, God has exalted him as high as
he can exalt someone—to His own right hand, equal in authority, power and dominion with
Himself. As Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, “all authority in heaven and earth has been given to
me.” The delegation of this authority occurred right after his resurrection, but was realized
when he was seated at the right hand of God after his Ascension.

The authority God has given Christhas placed him in a position of functional equality with
God. Let’s look again at 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, paying particular attention to the highlighted
phrase in the last verse.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (NASB)

(24) Then comes the end, when He [Christ] delivers up the kingdom to the God and
Father, when He [Christ] has abolished all rule and all authority and power [by
exercising his own].

10 Bullinger, op. cit., Companion text note on Ezekiel 28:12, p. 1145.
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& (25) For He [Christ] must reign until He [God, from Ps. 10:1] has put all His {Christ’s]
i enemies under His [Christ’s] feet.

(26) The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

(27) “For He [God] has put all things in subjection under His [Christ’s] feet.” But when
He says “all things are putin subjection,” itis evident that He [God] is excepted who put
all things in subjection to Him [Christ}.

(28) And when all things are subjected to Him, then [in the future, not now] the Son
himself will be also be subjected to the One [God] who subjected all things to Him
[Christ], that God may be all in all.

If the Son will bemade subject to God in the future at the end of his Millennial reign on the
earth, the time to which this is referring, then what does that say about his presentrelationship
with God, his Father? It says that presently Christ is fully authorized as God’s appointed agent
of redemption, not subordinate to His Father, but in a functionally equal position. He is in a
relationship with God like the relationship that Joseph had with Pharaoh, personally distinct
from him but reigning with all his authority (we will explore this more fully in the next chapter).
As the result of his resurrection and ascension, Jesus Christ has the privilege to share with God
in the dominion of all His Creation, not only in this, the Church Age, but in the coming ages as
well.!!

In reference to his original splendor, Lucifer was called a “morning star,” which actually
means “shining star.” But he became too bright for his britches. Jesus Christ is referred to in
Revelation 22:16 as the “BRIGHT morning star,” indicating that he now exceeds Lucifer’s
original brilliance because of his virtuous character. By never trying to shine in his own light,
but being content to reflect the Father’s brilliance, Jesus has now been blessed by God to be a
luminary of luminaries, shining alongside God at His right hand. God “broke the mold” when
he created Lucifer, but Jesus Christ is patterning himself after his Father, as we will see later in
Hebrews 1:3. What Lucifer sought for and even grabbed at—equality with God—Jesus never
even considered for amoment thatit could be his. But since Lucifer’s rebellion, God has longed
for one to be his companion and share with Him in His many divine functions. Jesus Christ is
nowsuch aone, aglorious Lord notin any way competing with the Father, but to cooperate with
Him to His glory.

The question naturally arises at this pointin our discussion: how canJesus function in this
exalted manner, considering that heis still a man? (1 Tim. 2:5). To answer that, we have to know
something about his new body, and this is what we will explore next.

Two Jobs, Two Bodies

Christ’s first body was perfectly suited for carrying out the first aspect of the job of
“Redeemer.” Itwas notstained with sin nature and yetitcould die. Hebrews speaks of thisbody.

11. Ephesians 1:21 says that Christ has been given authority “not only in the present age, but also in the one to come.”
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Hebrews 10:5-7 (NRSV)
(5) Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;

(6) in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.”

(7) Then I said, “See, God,  have come to do yourwill, O God” (in the scroll of the books
it is written about me. 2

133

The “will of God” for Jesus Christ in the “suffering” part of his calling was for him to live an
obedient life and then lay down his life for mankind. His body was therefore prepared as the
perfect sacrifice. What was the will of God for Jesus Christ after his resurrection? It was for him
to be highly exalted and actually reign with God on high, as King David, the Psalmist, had
prophesied.

Psalm 110:1,2 (NRSV)
(1) The Lorp says to my Lord: “Sitatmyrighthand untill make your enemies [especially
Satan] your footstool.”

(2) The Lorp sends out from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your foes.

The Jews had rightly expected that the Messiah would sit on the throne of David in
Jerusalem and rule the earth in righteousness. It was this session on the Davidic throne that the
Jews were avidly anticipating at the time of Christ’s earthly ministry. But Psalm 110 referred to
a time of an even greater exaltation—Iliterally sitting at the right hand of God.

Clearly, tobe able to perform in this exalted capacity, he would need to have a correspond-
ingly exalted body. Reading between the lines of Psalm 110:1 and 2, we see that part of Christ’s
job is to subdue his “enemies” with God’s help, but he did not subdue his enemies when he
came the first time. In fact, his enemies subdued him, at least that is how it looked. In his
resurrected glorification, however, he is able to subdue all things to himself (Phil 2:21). He is
presently working to destroy the works of his chief enemy, Satan, even as Genesis 3:15 had
prophesied. Furthermore, he is empowering his people against the enemy as well. Ephesians
6:10ffindicates that there is a spiritual war ragingall about us, and to successfully stand we must
be “strong in the Lord,” that is, rely on his strength in us.

So it stands to reason that part of what would equip Christ for his next assignment, ruling
and reigning with God in heaven itself, was his having a body equal to the task. To begin with,
this body would have to be equipped with the ability to transcend the physical limitations of
earthbound existence. Five verses in Hebrews and one in Ephesians point to Christ’s passage

.
4
AN

12. Note that the Messiah speaks of “God” in verse 7 as one wholly other to himself, and the One whose will he came
to do. This is the same truth communicated in verse 8 of the same chapter, when it says “thy God,” meaning that even
in Messiah’s exalted position, he is to recognize God’s personal superiority. His position involves only functional
equality with God. When speaking to Mary Magdalene in one of his post-resurrection appearances, he said, “I am
returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God” (John 20:17).



62 One God & One Lord

through “the heavens,” orthe physicaluniverse, into “heaven itself,” a spiritual place where God
and angels dwell.!?

Hebrews 1:3b (NRSV)
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the majesty on
high [i.e., in heaven.

Hebrews 4:14 (NRSV)
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.

Hebrews 7:26 (NRSV) ,
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.

Hebrews 8:1 (NRSV)
Now the main point of what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who
is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.

Hebrews 9:24 (NRSV)

(24) For Christdid notenter a sanctuary made my human hands, amere copy of the true
one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our -
behalf.

Ephesians 4:8-10 (NRSV)
(8) Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high, he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”

(9) (When it says, “he ascended,” what does mean but that he had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth?

(10) He who descendedis the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that
he might fill all things [NIV “the whole universe.”)

So Christ nowreigns in heaven in his resurrected body, which has been perfectly designed
for him to function as God’s right-hand man. He “fills” the hole in heaven left by the departing
Serpent and his brood of vipers. He also now reigns over the Church as its Head, and he will
appear again from heaven to literally rule the earth from Jerusalem for 1,000 years. At the end
ofthattime, he will destroy Satan and his associates, castdeath and hell into the lake of fire and,
having vanquished all enemies, enjoy the final Paradise that is his reward. Amazingly, we who
have believed in him will enjoy it along with him, our wonderful Redeemer.

13. The Bible distinguishes between “the heavens,” which refer to the physical universe, and “Heaven,” which often
refers to the spiritual home of God and angels. The entirety of the heavens is spoken of metaphorically as God'’s
“throne,” and the earth as his “footstool.”
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The word “through” is the Greek word dia, which when used with the genitive case:
“...has the general sense of through...From the ideas of space and time, dia...denotes
any cause by means ofwhich an action passes toits accomplishment...hence, it denotes
the passing through whatever is interposed between the beginning and end of such
action.'®

Jesus Christ is the “diameter of the ages”; he is the golden thread woven throughout the
royal tapestry of truth. He was in the mind and plan of God when Satan rebelled, when the first
Adam sinned and all throughout the Old Testament as God patiently worked to preserve and
protect hisline of descent, the Christline. Finally, the Redeemer was born and then lived his life
flawlessly. As the exalted Lord, he will eventually bring to pass the complete redemption of
Creation. Jesus Christ is the fulcrum and focus of history, which is really “His-story.” In
commissioning His Son as the Redeemer of mankind, God “put all His eggs in one basket,” so
tospeak. OnlyJesus Christ, the LastAdam, could do His will of redeeming Creation, and it would
require the “ages” to consummate this master plan. As the focal point of the ages, Jesus Christ
is the cause or the “means” through (dia=by means of) which God’s planis beingaccomplished.

Regarding God's plan of redemption through Jesus Christ, Hebrews 1:3 magnificently sets
forth vital information concerning who, how and what. To see the depth ofredemption relative
to this entire study, a number of words in verse 3 must be examined. First, we will look at five
words in the first sentence:

Hebrews 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

In the above verse, the word “radiance” is translated from the Greek word apaugasma,
which Thayer translates as “reflected brightness.” Thayer goes on to say that Christis called this
because “he perfectly reflects the majesty of God.” 7

This verse is parallel in the mode of its phraseology to the first verse. Now, as when it is said, “God spake
through the Son,” the universal doctrine of the New Testament is expressed respecting the source of our Savior’s
knowledge, viz., that it was derived from Him who was greater than he, and thathe was not the original fountain
of his communications. So when itis said, “God made the worlds through his Son,” itis no less clear and no less
incontrovertible that all that is attributed to Jesus in the passage is an agency that is secondary and subordinate
to that of the Supreme. Indeed, as in the former sentence, so in this, the very form and structure of the
phraseology are more than sufficient to determine this point....

Not in fact to admit that the words, “through whom also he made the world,” convey the idea of
instrumental agency in the Son, is either to make the sentence perfectly unintelligible or absurd...

The proper and literal rendering of aiones, translated “worlds,” is agesor dispensations. This is its natural
and only proper meaning. It is so translated in almost all its occurrences in the New Testament, and in many
instances must be so as to make sense and coherency in the sentences with which it stands connected.

].S. Hyndman, Lectures on the Principles of Unitarianism (Alnwick, 1824. Reprinted by CES, Indianapolis, IN,
1994), p. 125-127. (For more information on Hebrews 1:2, see Appendix A).

16. Bullinger, op. cit., Companion, Appendix 104.
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The word “glory” is defined as referring to “not the object itself, but the appearance of the
object that attracts attention.” '* An apple may be nothing special, but a highly polished,
glistening apple would stand out in a bowl of other apples and attract attention. A man may be
nothing special, but The Man Jesus Christ shined among other men and attracted much
attention.

“Exact representation” is charakter, which is found only in Hebrews 1:3. The word is
derived from the verb charasso, meaning “to cut in, to engrave.” The word means the exact
impression as when metal is pressed into a die, or as a seal upon wax."® Charakter is “a
distinctive sign, trait, type, or form, the image impressed as corresponding exactly with the
original or pattern.” # Jesus Christ has earned and been given the distinction of being the
perfect representative of Almighty God. As we saw in Chapter 2 in connection with the Greek
word eikon, Adam was designed to be the image, or the representative of God, but in large part
disqualified himself by his disobedience. In contrast, Christ has, by virtue of his faithful
obedience, continued to pattern himself after his Father.

“Being” is translated from the Greek word hupostasis, which appears four other places (2
Cor.9:4;11:17; Heb. 3:14; 11:1). Itmeans “asubstructure, what really exists under orout of sight,
the essence of a matterin contrast toits appearance.” #' Itsusein Greekliterature supports this
definition, as it indicates “the reality behind appearances.” Its use in the Septuagint (a Greek
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament) gives it the essence of a “plan” or “purpose.” #* This
is added support for the idea that Jesus Christ is the “purpose of the ages.”

The first part of Hebrews 1:3 may then be paraphrased as follows:

Jesus Christ is the reflection of God’s power. He is the extraordinary Man whose
appearance attracts attention. He radiates the character of God to the world, being the
exact impression of God’s heart. The invisible God is the unseen foundation upon
which Jesus Christ built His life. God is the Author of the master plan of salvation, and
Jesus Christ is the Agent who is carrying it out.

The remainder of verse 3 illustrates how he does so, and what he is accomplishing for
mankind. The next clause to consider is, “sustaining all things by his [Jesus Christ’s] powerful
word.” Jesus Christis bringing to pass God's plan by his steadfast adherence to God’s Word. He
continues to adhere faithfully to God’s plan for the Church Age. A mirror turned toward the sun
will reflect its light very brightly, but if the mirror is turned away from the source of light, there

17. Joseph Thayer, The New Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Associated Publishers and Authors,
Lafayette, IN, 1979), p. 55.

18. Bullinger, op. cit., Lexicon, p. 323. . “
19. Ibid., Lexicon, p. 401.
20. Ibid., p. 401,

21. Ibid., p.582. i

22. Gerhard Kittel, op. cit., Theological Dictionary, Vol. VIII, pp. 578-82.
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will be no reflection, even though the sun is still shining. Even at the right hand of God, Jesus
Christ keeps the countenance of his life fixed upon his heavenly Father, and always reflects
God’s light.

The next clause in Hebrews 1:3—"after he had provided purification for sins"—shows
what the Redeemer brought to pass by his faithfulness in acting upon the Word of God. When
mankind'’s potential purification was complete, Jesus Christ sat down at the right hand of God.
The purification of man’s sins, and Jesus Christ taking his seat of authority on high, were
completed once and for all. What this action accomplished for those who believe on him will
be fully known only at his appearing.

While accomplishing the everlasting redemption of people who choose to believe on his
name, Jesus Christ set a unique example of victorious day-by-day living. In so doing, he
declared God to the world. Today, Jesus Christis no longer on the earth, but those who are born
again have “Christ” in them by way of holy spirit, his divine nature, and they can by Christlike
faithfulness to God’s Word manifest a similar attractive radiance. Each believer today can rise
above the mediocrity of worldly men and shine extraordinarily to the end that his life is also a
glory to God.

Itis in the “face” of our Lord Jesus that we most clearly see the glory of God. Though we
do not have a physical image of his “face,” we are able to study his life and attributes in God’s
Word and get to know him in that way. We are also able to have a personal relationship with him
via the gift of holy spirit. This is why, for successful Christian living, it is absolutely imperative
that we dwell in the heart of our wonderful Savior day by day, making his attitude our attitude.
The more we know and love the Lord Jesus, the more we know, love and glorify God, our Father.

One God & One Lord

Let us now cite another key passage of Scripture that corroborates the truths we just saw
in Hebrews 1:1-4, and which also contains the thesis verse of this book.

1 Corinthians 8:4-6
(4) So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all
in the world and that there is no God but one.

(5) For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there
are many “gods” and many “lords”),

(6) Yet for us there is but ONE GOD, the Father, from whom all things came and for °
whomwelive; and thereis but ONELORD, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came
and through whom we live.

Notice that the context in which verse 6 is found is specifically regarding the worshipping
ofidols, thatis, false gods. Paul states thatamong the polytheistic heathen there are many gods
and many lords, and he then draws a clear contrast between pagan polytheism and Christian
monotheism [belief in only one God]. This expression of monotheism involves an absolute
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arental agentwho paid our back rent and restored our relationship with the landlord. Orhe is
like the sports agent who wins a fabulous contract for us even after we've had a terrible year.

In John 14:6, Jesus said: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes unto the
Father except through [dia] me,” i.e., through my agency. In other words, the Holy God is on the
other side of an immense chasm separating Him from sinful man. Without the agency of Jesus
Christ, the Messiah, spanning the chasm by means of his atoning sacrifice and resurrection, we
would be forever consigned to falling short of reaching God with our pathetic religious works
and good intentions.

As we have now seen several times, the preposition associated with the Lord Jesus Christ
is dia, meaning “through.” Are we seeing a pattern here? A diameter is a straight line running
all the way from a point on one side of the circle through the center to a point on the other side
ofthecircle. God is the pointononesideand manis the point on the other. The Man Jesus Christ
is the Mediator, the straight line, between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5). He is “the bridge over
troubled waters.” He is The Way all the way untothe Father. Lo and behold, that is what the last
partof 1 Corinthians 8:6 says, that through (dia) the one Lord, Jesus Christ, all things come from
God to us, and through him we come unto God. How could God make any plainer the truth that
He, the Father, is the one true God, and that His Son Jesus Christ is the Lord through whom He
worked to accomplish the redemption of mankind? The Lord Jesusis the one and only agent of
redemption, and the one “basket” in which God put all his “eggs.”

The “Dynamic Duo”

- Since God and Christ are working together so intimately, we have taken the liberty of
calling them “the Dynamic Duo.” This phrase communicates to us the fact that both God and
Jesus Christ are involved in our lives and the process of redemption. Building upon the
foundation we have laid from 1 Corinthians 8:6, let us see further biblical evidence of this One
God, One Lord paradigm.

Ephesians 4:4-6 (NRSV)
(4) There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your <
calling;

(5) One Lord, one faith, one baptism;
' (6) One God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

This section also marks out a distinct separation between the one Lord, Jesus Christ, and
the one God, the Father. We also see the elevation of the Father as the one to whom all glory is
due as the Source of “all,” and Who is over, through and in “all.” Note also the precise identity
established between “God” and “the Father.” There is no other true God beside “the Father.”
And the Son is not “God,” but he is “Lord.”

Every one of the Church Epistles begins with the salutation, “Grace and peace from God
the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This fits with 1 Corinthians 8:6, which states that there
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is “one God the Father, and one Lord Jesus Christ.” One plus one equals two. In Scripture, the
number two denotes either division and distinction or establishment and confirmation.?” In
fact, without a distinction between two things, there could be no confirmation of one by the
other. Regarding the relationship between God and Christ, the number two indicates both a
separation and connection. The connecting word, “and,” in itself indicates the distinction
between God and Christ.

Itis very important for us to see clearly the relationship between the one God, the Father,
the Author of salvation, and the one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Agent of salvation.

Romans 15:8 (NRSV)

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised (i.e., Jews) on behalf
of truth of God, in order that he might confirm the promises (that God] given to the
patriarchs ‘

This verse says that Jesus Christ came to confirm God’s promises to Israel, coming along
asNumber Twobehind God, whoisNumero Uno, and who made the original promises to Israel.

What other verses can we find to clarify the distinction and the cohesion of “the Dynamic
Duo?”

1 Timothy 2:5 (NRSV)
For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, theman
Christ Jesus, himself human 4

By definition, a “mediator” is a separate person from each of the two parties between
whom he mediates (Gal. 3:20). Jesus Christ is separate from God because he is a man, and he
is separate from sinful mankind because he is God’s only-begotten Son who had no sin nature
and lived a sinlesslife. If Adam and his descendants had remained sinless, they would have had
no need for a mediator. The introduction of sin into the life of mankind necessitated the
mediation of a sinless man. Of course, Jesus knew this, as evidenced by what he prayed shortly
before his death:

John 17:3 (NRSV)
And this is eternal life [life in the coming age], that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

27. E. W. Bullinger discusses the significance of the number two in his classic work on numbers in Scripture:

We now come to the spiritual significance of the number Two. We have seen that One excludes all
difference, and denotes that which is sovereign. But Two affirms that there is a difference—there is another,
while ONE affirms that there is not another! This difference may be for good or for evil... The number Two takes
a two-fold colouring, according to the context. It is the first number by which we can divide another, and
therefore in all its uses we may trace this fundamental idea of division or difference. The two may be, though
different in character, yet one as to testimony and friendship.”

Number InScripture, Its Supernatural Design And Spiritual Significance, (Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, M1,
1971), p. 92-106.
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Jesus referred to his Father as the only true God, and understood that God commissioned
him as the agentof salvation. As the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus works with our heavenly
Father to direct the functions of its members and to help us carry them out, as the following
verses make clear.

2 Thessalonians 2:16,17 (NRSV)

(16) May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, ii
(17) comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

Anotherverse, perhaps somewhat “obscure” butnonethelessrelevant to our contexthere,
clearly illustrates the distinction and cohesion between God and His Son, as well as the
conspicuous absence of a “third person.”

2John 9 (NRSV)
Every one who does not abide in the teaching of Christ, but goes beyond it, does not
have God; whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.

Another passage that makes the distinction between God and Christ is 1 Corinthians
15:24-28. The distinction between God and Christ in this section is so abundantly plain that
evenin the textitselfitis called “clear.” Here the Word of God vividly declares the relationship
between God and Jesus Christ as it relates to Christ having accomplished all the work God sent
him to do and finally being made subject to God as His co-ruler on the new earth. We will quote
this passage again from the perspective of the clear separation between the fwo, identifying to
whom each pronoun is referring. The way to determine the referent of the pronouns is to
remember from Psalm 110:1 and 2 that God is the one who puts everything under Christ’s feet,
including his enemies. He gives Christ the authority to reign for a time, until his enemies are
subdued.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28
(24) Then the end will come, when he [Christ] hands over the kingdom to God, the
Father, after he [Christ] has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.

(25) For he [Christ] must reign until he [God] has put all his [Christ’s] enemies under his
[Christ’s] feet.

(26) The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

(27) For he [God] “has put everything under his [Christ’s] feet.” Now when it says that
“everything” has been put under him (Christ], it is CLEAR that this does not include .
God himself, who put everything under Christ. '
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(28) When he [Christ] has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him
[God] who put everything under him [Christ], so that God may be all in all.?8

This passage contains echoes of another passage of Scripture that we looked at in the
previous chapter in connection with the privilege extended to mankind. The language is
applied to Christ, who, as we have discussed, is fulfilling mankind’s destiny and privilege. .

o

Psalm 8:3-8 (NASB)

(3) When 1 consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which

thou hast ordained;

(4) what is man that you dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that thou dost
care for him?

(5) thou hast made him a little lower than God, and dost crown him with glory and
majesty.

(6) Thou dost make him to rule over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things
under his feet,

(7) all all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,

(8) the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths
of the seas.

Averseinthelastchapter ofthe Bible corresponds with the Corinthiansverses, and forever
fixes the relationship of the “Dynamic Duo.”

28. One of the reasons we quote this passage repeatedly is that it so clearly defines the relationship between God and
Christ in both person and function. As such, it is very difficult for Trinitarian theologians to interpret in a way that is
honest to the text. A stunning example of how a Trinitarian bias can color what would otherwise be an obvious
interpretation of a passage is found in the NIVStudy Bible note on the phrase “the Son himself will be made subject to
him"” (1 Cor. 15:28). The NIVeditors attempt to elevate the Son with a distinction between person and function that,
in effect, demeans the personal superiority of the Father:

The Son will be made subject to the Father in the sense that administratively [ i.e., functionally], afterhe
subjects all things to his power, he will then turn it all over to God the Father, the administrative head. Thisis "
not to suggest that the Son is in any way inferior to the Father. All three persons of the Trinity are equal in deity
and in dignity [ i.e., theyhave personalequality}. The subordination referred to is one of function. The Father
is supreme in the Trinity [but only in a functional sense]; the Son carries out the Father’s will (e.g., in creation,
redemption); the Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son to vitalize life, communicate God’s truth, apply His
salvation to people and enable them to obey God'’s will (or word).

This explanation is arbitrary. Thereisno mention of “equality in deity but differencein function” in these verses.
The text is clear as it stands—the Son will be subject to “God” (not “the Father”). Simply reading the verses reveals the
separation between “God” and Christ, and also reveals the superiority of God over Christ. The editorial bias of the NIV
editors is further revealed when, after the passage in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 has clearly separated “God” from “Christ,”
with no mention of “the Holy Spirit,” they equivocate the term “God” to mean “the Triune God,” instead of the God
whose identity is “the Father of Jesus Christ,” who is clearly the one in view. They then comment on the phrase “so that

God may be all in all,” as follows: “The triune God will be shown to be supreme and sovereign in all things.”
- by
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Revelation 22:3
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city,
and his servants will serve him.?

" Hebrews 1: Christ’s
*  Superiority over the Angels

Another important aspect of Christ as the cornerstone of our faith is his supremacy in
heaven since hisresurrection. This idea naturally and logically follows from theidea that Christ
is functionally equal to God, because since God is obviously the highest authority in heaven, if
he delegates that authority to someone, that person will share supremacy with God and reign
over everyone else. Because Christ has been resurrected and has ascended into heaven, he now
has authority and supremacy over the angels, as the following verse makes clear.

1 Peter 3:21b, 22
Itsaves you bytheresurrection of Jesus Christ, who hasgoneinto heavenandisat God’s
right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

~ Christ’s present superiority over the angelsis also the subject of a detailed argument found
in Hebrews 1:4-14, which we will now go through verse by verse, visiting other corroborating
parts of Scripture as appropriate.

Hebrews 1:4 (NRSV)
Having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
3 excellent than theirs.

We know that Christ became superior to the angels after his resurrection, because of what
is written in the very next chapter of Hebrews:

Hebrews 2:9

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, NOW [i.e., since his
resurrection] crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

If he was to perform his earthly ministry as God desired, Jesus had to be made a man and
notan angel. But, as he was made “a little lower” than the angels before his resurrection, he was

29. Certainly, if there were any such thing as a “Trinity,” then all three persons should be present on this august
occasion. “God the Holy Spirit” would also be included in all of the above verses we have considered, such as greeting
the churches, etc. But, absolutely, “He” would have to be there on the final throne, or the “Godhead” would be
incomplete. The truth is that there is but ONE GOD and ONE LORD, and they will together rule over a literal and
physical “new creation,” in fulfillment of God’s original dream and plan.
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made “a little higher” than they after it. As spiritbeings, angels are not subject to the laws of
physics. They fly without wings, appear and disappear at will, speak from the center of burning
shrubs, comfort heroic believers thrown into giant furnaces, and often minister miraculously
to those who “will inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14).3°

In contrast to angels, the first body that Jesus had was a distinctly physical body, and
therefore subject to the laws of physics. He was subject to gravity because his body had real
mass, hungerbecause his body burned food for energy, and physical exhaustion because, due
to the law of inertia, energy must be continually applied to keep any physical object moving in
space. When he wanted to go somewhere, he had to walk, and he got tired from journeying. His
body needed rest, food and sleep as any human being’s body does. When he got a splinter in
his finger while working in his carpentry shop, it hurt, and it bled. When he was beaten and
crucified, his body went into shock and finally he died like any other human body.

But, when Christ was raised from the dead, he was given a glorious body that enabled him
to do everything that angels do and more. He is apparently no longer limited to the laws of
physics as we understand them. He “passed through” the heavens in an instant, rather than at
the speed of light. If he were a true “physical” being, as defined by the present laws of physics,
he could travel no faster than the speed oflight, and would just now be approaching the galaxies
that are relatively close to the earth—a mere 2,000 light years away! He passed through locked
doors to greet the disciples who were huddled there in fear. He transformed his appearance so
he would be recognizable or unrecognizable. In short, itappears thathe can now do everything
that angels do.

Yet, his body retains some kind of physicality, for Jesus specifically said that he is not “a
spirit” (NIV—"ghost”): “For a ghost [i.e., a true spirit being] does not have flesh and bones, as
you see I have” (Luke 24:38). Besides having flesh and bones, he also has a digestive system,
because he ate fish with the disciples, and as he stated, he will eat and drink with them again in
the future kingdom. He encouraged Thomas to actually touch him to prove to himself that it
was really he. And a particularly intriguing aspect of his new, glorious body is that it still bears
the wounds of his injuries on the Cross—the nailprints in his hands and feet and the hole in his
side, yet without blood.?

The first stage of Christ’s “glory” was his resurrection from the dead, which represented
a qualitative new beginning of his life. Every other person who had ever been raised from the
dead, like Lazarus in John 11, got up with the same body. Jesus is the only person who got up
with a wholly different body. It is highly noteworthy to us that although Jesus had been
conceived divinely and born of Mary more than 30 years earlier through the normal processes

30. Despite their various mysteriousaspects, we doknowone thing about angels biblically—they are notdead humans!
See Is There Death After Life? published by CES.

31. Itisamatter of intriguing speculation as to what animates his new body. We see a connection with 1 Corinthians
15:45which calls the Last Adam a “life-giving spirit.” Itappears thathehas “lifein himself” John 5:26), instead ofhaving
life “in his blood,” which is characteristic of human and animal life in this present heaven and earth.
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(her pregnancy, grunting, labor pains, etc.), his resurrection is also spoken of as a birthday!
This we can see from the next verse in the first chapter of Hebrews.

Hebrews 1:5 (NRSV) "
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten
you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 4

The phrase, “today I have begotten you” is a citation of a phrase that first appeared in the
second Psalm, in connection with the Messiah’s future rulership of the earth.

Psalm 2:7-9 (NRSV)
(7) T will tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my Son; today 1 have
begotten you.

(8) Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your
possession.

(9) Youshall break them with arod ofiron, and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.

Though the Jewish commentators at that time would have been hardpressed to see any
connection between this phrase and the resurrection of the Messiah, it was clearly referring to
it, as is seen in the Apostle Paul’s use of it in his discourse to the Jews in Antioch of Pisidia.

Acts 13:32,33 (NRSV)

And we bring you the good news that what God promised to our ancestors he has
fulfilled for us, their children, by raising Jesus [from the dead]; as also it is written in the
second Psalm, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 4

What do we have here but the exulting of a Father at the “birth” of His Son (“Gabriel,
Michael, have a cigar!”). Only this time His Son was not “begotten” to be sacrificed—he was
raised from the dead to reign. That was something for the Father to shout about! We will now
see from the next verse in Hebrews 1 that the term “firstborn” occurs in connection with his
resurrection.

Hebrews 1:6 (NRSV)
And again, when he [God] brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s
angels worship him.” 7 ;

32. Trinitarian theologians who stress the “incarnation” of Christ as the cornerstone of Christianity cannot truly
explain why Scripture would place such a high value on his resurrection, new body, seating at the righthand of God and
being given “all authority” in heaven. To them, his incarnation represents the defining event ofhis life in eternity, when
he divested himself of his pre-incarnate divinity and took on human flesh for a time. According to this thinking, his
resurrection should then be the moment when he returns to the glory he had before his incarnation, including the
authority thathe had in heaven overangels as a co-equal member of the Trinity. We believe that the fact that Scripture
places great emphasis on his resurrection is wonderful proof that he did not pre-exist his birth.
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How do we know that this particular “birth” is referring to his resurrection? By the context
and because Hebrews 1:5 speaks of Christ’s “birth” being his resurrection, this sets the context
of verse 6, which also speaks of Christ being brought into the world. Also, at his first birth, the
angels did not worship the baby. They worshiped God who brought him forth! This is evident
in the only record in the Four Gospels where angels appeared at Christ’s birth.

Luke 2:13,14 (NRSV)
(13) And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

(14) Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors.

The “birth” that is spoken of in Hebrews 1:5 and 6 is referring to the resurrection of God'’s
sonfrom thedead. Athis firstbirth, Christwas inferior to angels, whom God made tobe glorious
messengers and divine representatives:

Hebrews 1:7 (NRSV)
Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.”

Though angels are glorious, Jesus Christ’s glory has exceeded theirs ever since he took his
place at the right hand of God after his resurrection. As the Son of God, he has the rights and
privileges of the firstborn, something never offered to the angels, as verse 5 above makes plain.
And since, by grace, we believers in Christ are “joint-heirs” with him (Rom. 8:17; Eph. 3:6), we
are therefore entitled to the same rights and privileges— including having the same kind of
glorious body in the future—as the following verses indicates.

Philippians 3:20,21 (NRSV)
(20) But our citizenship is in heaven, and itis from there that we are expecting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘

(21) He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body
of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself .

Thus, we also share in the benefits of the heavenly citizenship that is now ours because we
are members of Christ’s figurative “body,” the Christian Church (Eph. 1:22,23). 1 Corinthians
15:45-49 also speaks of the “splendor” of the heavenly body that Christ received athis resurrec-
tion, and which we will receive also. It is a “spiritual” body that is in some ways physical, but
nevertheless imperishable—meaning not subject to physical decay.

1 Corinthians 15:40-49 (NRSV)
(40) There are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies; but the glory of the heavenly is
one thing, and that of the earthly is another.

(41) There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon and another glory of
the stars; indeed, star differs from star in glory.
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(42) So itis with the resurrection of the dead. Whatis sown is perishable, what is raised
is imperishable, '

(43) It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power;

(44) It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body,
there is also a spiritual body.

(45) Thus it is written: “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the Last Adam
became a life-giving spirit.

(46) But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual.
(47) The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.

(48) As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man from
heaven, so are those who are of heaven.

(49) Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of
the man of heaven.

We assume from this passage thatin the newheaven and earth, God is going to change the
very laws of physics, based upon the prototype of Christ’s new body. This new body is based
upon new principles and physical laws that are well above our limited capacity to understand
in our present bodies. But someday in the future we will know fully even as we are fully known
(1 Cor. 13:12).

Hebrews 1 continues to assert the superiority of the Son over angels.

Hebrews 1:8,9 (NRSV)
(8) Butofthe Sonhesays: “Yourthrone, O God,* isforeverand ever [i.e., foralongtime],
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. .

(9) You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions. X

Christ’s “companions” in this context include angels, who are subordinate to him and yet
dwellwithhiminheavenin the presence of God. Because heis superior to them, everything that
an angel can do, Jesus can do in his new body, and more. But because they are on the same
spiritual plane of existence, the idea of companionship is appropriate.
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33. Hebrews 1:8is often used to attempt to prove that Jesus is “God” in some intrinsic sense, equal to God by virtue of
his “incarnation.” But the context is clearly his post-resurrection “Sonship” and exaltation to the right hand of God,
where he is granted the privilege to rule and reign alongside God. As God'’s representative and empowered agent, he
is spoken of as “God,” following an established biblical pattern. Notice in verse 9 that though Christis akind of “God,”
(meaning “God-like”) he still hasa God to whom he is accountable, namely the one true God, his Father. See Appendix
A (Hebrews 1:8).
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Hebrews 1:13 (NRSV)
But to which of the angels has he [God] ever said, “Sitat my right hand until Imake your
enemies a footstool for your feet”?

Finally, verse 13 lays the capstone on this magnificent section of Scripture that has by this
time firmly established two facts. First, Christ is superior to the angels, and second, this
superiority occurred after his resurrection, ascension and exaltation. From this exalted posi-
tion, he is currently in the process of completing the redemption prophesied in Genesis 3:15,
wherein we find the purpose for which the Redeemer would come, a purpose of the ages. This
purpose encompasses the entire redemption of heaven and earth, fills the vacuum in heaven
created by the loss of an archangel and one third of the angels, and involves Christ sitting in a
place that Lucifer could conceive of but did not have the humility to be exalted to—functional
equality with God!

These truths are corroborated in Colossians 1 in a section of Scripture that also speaks of
the supremacy of Christ, and one to which we will be returning often in this book. This
magnificent passage will harmonize with the many verses that we have examined in this
chapter, elevate Christ and thus glorify God, his Father.

Colossians 1:15-19 (NRSV)
(15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [by resurrection] of all creation
[i.e., the prototype of the new creation, the new heaven and earth]

(16) For in [dia) him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether [angelic] thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through [dig] him {i.e., through his obedientagency] and forhim [i.e., with
him in mind].

(17) He himself is before all things [in priority], and in him all things hold together [he
sustains all things, as Heb. 1:3 says].

(18) He is the head of the body [of Christ], the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything [i.e., he is over the
angels and functionally equal to God].

(19) For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.

Psalms 8 and 110 prophesied of this culminating glorification of the Son of God, the
Messiah. In the next two chapters, we will examine the other messianic prophecies contained
in the Old Testament in order to understand what could and could not be searched out about
the Coming One.



&y

e e ——”

What Is Christian
Educational Services?

Christian Educational Services, Inc. (CES) is a non-profit, tax exempt United States (Indiana)
corporation whose purposes are to make known the Word of God, to further the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to facilitate fellowship among Christians and to provide Christian educational
services, including biblical research, written publications and biblical teachings. We do this via live
speakers, tapes and literature. Our teachings point people to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in their
lives. We encourage Christians to utilize these teachings in their local areas as they see fit.

The basis for all our efforts is the Bible, which we believe to be the Word of God, perfect in
its original writing. So-called errors, contradictions or discrepancies are the result of man’s
subsequent interference in the transmission of the text, mistranslations or failure to understand
whatis written. CES draws from all relevant sources that shed light on the integrity of the Scriptures,
whether in the field of geography, customs, language, history, or principles governing Bible
interpretation. Our goal is to seek the truth without respect for tradition or “orthodoxy.”

Any individual willing to examine his beliefs in the light of God’s Word will perhaps profit from
our teachings. They are non-denominational, and are intended to strengthen one’s faith in God,
Jesus Christ, and the Bible, no matter what his denominational preference may be. Designed
primarily for individual home study, the teachings are the result of intensive research and rational
methods, making them easy to follow, verify and practically apply. When accurately understood,
the Word of God brings great deliverance from fear, doubt and worry, and leads the individual
Christian to genuine freedom, confidence and joy in living. Beyond such practical blessings
however, our goal is to enable the student to do biblical research for himself, so he is able to develop
his own convictions, separate truth from error, and become an effective communicator of’ God's
Word.

Biblical materials produced by CES are intended for each person’s own use as he desires and
as aids to local fellowships functioning independently as the Lord Jesus Christ directs them. Our
goal is to serve people by educating them in Christian doctrine and practice. To add your name
to our mailing list and receive our free newsletter, or receive a complete listing of all materials,
please refer to our website (www.christianeducational.org) or contact:

Christian Educational Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 30336

LR DI e Indianapolis, Indiana 46230

T (317) 255-6189

E-mail: Jesusces@aol.com
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Other Books by CES

Speaking the Truth in Love: The Purposes of
Christian Educational Services

This book sets forth a brief overview of Church history from the Book of Acts until the present.
It explores the historical development of Christian denominations and movements in light of three
major issues that have either united or divided Christian people: church governance, church
ceremony and church doctrine. Then it gives a general picture of what is available today in
Christendom.

It goes on to define the purposes, mission, character and major doctrinal positions of
Christian Educational Services. The uniqueness of what CES has to offer may be a desired
alternative for many people who are sincerely seeking to know the truth of God's Word. The
appendix gives a suggested biblical model for local church governance.

Is There Death After Life? e

This book gives biblical answers to the following questions: What is death? Is death a
“graduation?” Is death a friend or foe? What is the “soul?” Where are the dead? Why does God
use the metaphor of “sleep” to describe death? When will the dead awaken? After laying the
groundwork by answering these questions, the book deals with 13 sections of Scripture commonly
used to “prove” that the “dead” are “alive.” With numerous references to other Christian books
and magazines, the authors show how Greek philosophy shaped the current “evangelical” doctrine
of the immortality of the soul, and they briefly point out how and why the Reformation failed to reform
this totally pagan belief that is now even more firmly entrenched in Christendom.

Don’t Blame God!

The subtitle of this book is “A Biblical Answer to the Problem of Evil, Sin and Suffering.” It
addresses what is probably the number one question most people have about God: If He is a loving
God, why is there such rampant human suffering? The book shows biblically that God is not at all
to blame, that the cause of all suffering is sin, and it shows whose sin. It shows why Jesus Christ
is the fulcrum of history in this regard, and resolves the seemingly apparent contradiction between
the nature of the Old Testament God and that of the New Testament God, which, of course are the
same changeless God.

The book exposes the myth that God is totally in control of all that happens (which would make
Him responsible for it) and shows that He and His Son Jesus Christ are doing all they can to
intervene in the realm of the Devil and help us. A chapter on faith shows what faith is and how it
helps us access the power of God. The book shows how God does test us for our benefit, though
never by tragedy or affliction. It explains what the “chastening” of God is and why it has nothing
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to do with anything like punishing us. The redemptive value of the proper response to suffering is
also discussed.

Letting God speak for Himself and seeing the truth of His Word about the subject of evil, sin,
and suffering will help you grow immensely in love for God and His Son, in faith in their promises,
and in hope of the final victory that is ours, enabling you to live with joy and peace, even in a “war
zone.” This book may very well be for you the most meaningful book you have ever read about the
things of God.

The Gift of Holy Spirit:
Every Christian’s Divine Deposit

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” This was the question that the apostle
Paul asked some disciples he visited in Ephesus, as recorded in Acts 19. The answer they gave
prompted him to teach them the truth about Jesus Christ and his baptism of holy spirit.
Unfortunately, their answer is very similar to the answer of many Christians today when asked about
the reality of holy spirit in their lives: “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

Many who have heard something about the Holy Spirit are still confused about the difference
between the Holy Spirit (the Giver) and holy spirit (the gift), and about how they can utilize this
precious gift for powerful Christian living.

From a biblical rather than an experiential perspective, this book answers many questions
that Christians today are asking about the Holy Spirit. It shows that at the moment of the new birth,
every Christian is “anointed,” “baptized with holy spirit” and “filled with the spirit” as long as he
lives. t will also help you take practical advantage of these great truths in your own life, so that
you walk with the power of God and glorify Him.






